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I AM well aware, that ſuch of my rea- 
ders as are acquainted with books, will 
eaſily perceive the long quotations I have 
made from different authors; and if they 
ſpare me the title of plagiary, will at leaſt 
denominate my treatiſe a mere compilation. 
Were I ſolicitous of human applauſe, I 
| ſhould not have given them any occaſion 
for that kind of cenſure. M ſingle de- 
ſign, in the following 1 hs 5 is topro-- | 
mote, in ſome ſmall degree, the glory of the 
bleſſed Gop, and the happineſs: of my 
fellow-creatures: And if certain. perfons: 
of piety and judgment, to whom I com 
municated it, had not judged it conducive: 
to that end, I ſhould not have offered it 
to the word. The fact is, I had no de- 
ſign of making it public when I to 
write; I intended no more than a ſimple 
recital of important and intereſting truths 
for my own edification, and having met 
with ſeveral things in the books I read, 
correſpondent to my views of Providence 
and the preſent ſtate of mankind, I tranſ- 
cribed ' them for my own particular uſe. 
as: 
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Theſe quotations were marked, and their 


authors, chiefly. French, named in the 


margin, in the former cn but be- 
ing informed by a friend, that the book 


would be _ with greater pleaſure, 


if the inverted commas and names 


were omitted, I have here adopted his 


adyice,. except in two or three chap- 
ters, where I ſaw occaſion to diſſent from 
ins, particular ſentiments of the Authors 
alleged; and without any intention or 
defire of palming on the world other 
people's. opinions for my own, I now 
880 it abroad wich gonſiderable improve 
mente. I am not ignorant, that a cele- 
Bra ted Writer“ of our nation has, many 
years. ago, preſented the Public with an 
unhniſhed piece of a ſmilarititle; and as 
the ſubjeR. is; inviting, and very fruitful 
2 85 other modern Pens may, in- all 


f ie W Have attempted tite fame, 


which 


therefore leave to their reſpec- 


Eg merits. All that I have to offer 


for khis is, that the plan is my own, 
aud ough I can 57 little for the 


Lada 111 44 S 


| manner of its execution; I humbly 


. 241 


hope tlie importance of the ſubject will 
beg tufficie at apology. for its preſent 
"ix It is a notorious: truth, 
5 The. Jate Dr, youg? : True Eſtimate. of Human Life, 80 
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PREFACE." | v 
that men's unjuſt thoughts of Proy ider ce 
are a principal ſource bf their ingratitide 

for the bleſſings of 'redempt en ant if L 
can, in any degree, 'contabute'towar 
the removal of that common ftumblinge | 
block out of their way, I ſhalf cert: zinly 
have gained a very confiderg8te*< In 
The evidence reſulting from the folls; 
ing conſiderations,” taken together; Us "of 
Gop's wife and gracious Seed 
the world, appeared to me 125 ſo frikif . 
a light, that I could not but b It 
might have a fimilſar' effect, by the hlel 
fing of Gop, on many of my reds, 

Were this evidence once duly admitted, 
it could not fail to have a N | 
ence on their hearts and Adio Son 8: 
great names have adopted very differen 

hypotheſis from the following, in 
counting for the origin bf evil; : And if 
cannot fubſeribe to then,” it 1s” e 
they appear to me leſs cohſeftanl tb our - 
natural notions of che Supreme Be Being, 
and to divine revelation in general: 
do not entirely embrace the: M 
ſcheme, they: ſeem tome ut leaſt, "46" i 

ine too much towards” it, ir matt 
tainiag the neceſſity of the pre Gent Rate. 
of the univerſe. * And although they pak. 
hate the doctrine by alleging, that parti al, 
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il is univerſal, good, and pretend to le- 
a an uniform gradation. in t the 
ſcale of beings, yet t at, in m 0 nion, 
1s e GI IE begging. — acting. 
except, they could. obtain more cet - 
tain reports from the planetary worlds, 
and their favourite doctrine of analogy. 
ſt gdton 1 more, ian rden 1 do 
not, mean b th is, Fi depreciate in the 

leaſt « our preſent mode of philoſophiſing, 
and Je t of a il th pt pickle built on fad 
| and « ls at the ſame time do 
not, believe. Nature, dvi ill open her ſtore- 
hogle, an 8 id, di iſeloſe her ſecrets, to buſy, in- 
of e Re aſon. 1 fame light. that 
Tony to man in paradiſ e the Arcana 
7 Hature muſt ; again unlock. thoſe, un- 
earchable m Wen and if they have 
W or Fn 6 may! e more abundantly b 
| urifl Het! to © certain! erſonz, there 1 is ra- 
Kink it will not be to the noiſe 2 


2 1 1h wares but, TRE the my yſt ge. 5 


3 IE 


d, and we, * 1 — content in 
many! 1 8 pects t to walk, not by ſi ght, but 
by faith; EY as rig! it rea lon. is very 
2 friendly to r religion, and as it is her pro- 
per Province to miniſter freſh recruits to 


PREFACE. ix 
our faith by her frequent obſervations on 
the Works of nature and Providence, 1 
have here endeavoured to aſſign her 
that office; and 1 make my humble a ap- 
peal to her, in concert with conſcience, 
that other eye of the ſoul. The things 
that are ſeen, viz. the viſible wonders of 
creation, are types and figures of ſpirit- 
ual realities, ard when we contemplate 
them in the obedience of faith, they be- 
come to us a volume of hoh inftruQion, 
We ſee the footſteps of the Almighty i in 
the deep, and are led, as by an unerring 
clue, to that adorable Being, whoſe will is. 
the firſt of cauſes, and whoſe glory. is the | 
laſt of ends. The royal Plalmift had good : 
reaſon to ſay, The LORD is good to 1 
and his tender mercies are over all bis 
works*, If we conſider hig benefits to all, 
what wonders of beneficence and love ! 3 
Where is the man, who, after conſider- 
ing all the favours he has received from 
the Loxp, with reſpect both to body and 
mind, after refle&ing upon his intellectual 
faculties, and thence paſſing on to his ho- 
dily organs, and to the connexion and. 


wonderful harmon wy £92 has eſtabliſhed. 
between them, reflecting 2 


ſituation and ſuperiority with regard to 
outwatd comforts, eſpecially if ;beyon Gad. 


T1 


*. Pfal. exlv. 9. 


— dt. 
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all theſe privileges, he extend his thoughts 

to the regions of eternity, and anticipates 
thoſe celeſtial honqurs and glories reſer- 
ved for him, as the gracious reward of 
his obedience, at the 1 of 3 
pilgrimage, — where, I ſay, is the man 
who, after ſuch a meditation, . could help 
exclaiming with the ſame inſpired pen- 
man; 0! that 5p 10 4 raiſe monde 
for bis goodneſs, an Bit wonaerfu 
warmer to the be children wb. 
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Ix Ea of man in his os 7 
ſtate, there are few writers but have ron” 
into extremes; ſome repreſenting him as. 
little lower than the angels, (Which in- 
deed was his original glory, but was för- 
feited by ſin) and extolling the dignity, 

of his nature in the moſt extravagant 
terms; others, on the contrary, degra- 
ding him to a level with the brutes; Days, 

B 
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ſome have proceeded ſo far as to exhibit 
him in the character of a devil incarnate. 
And the ſame kind of miſtake has been 
frequently committed with reſpect to the 
- world which he inhabits ; ſome writers 
repreſenting it as a perfect paradiſe, or 
garden of delights; while others again 
have drawn a veil over all its beauties, 
calling it a howling wilderneſs, a vaſt 
aceldama, and the very image of hell. 
My deſign, in the following eſſay, is to 
take the middle path between theſe op- 
poſite extremes; and by contraſting the 
þ 75.4. cat we ſtill enjoy with the diſad- 
vantages we labour under, by ſetting the 
good things of life in oppoſition to its 
_ evils,. to exhibit, 1 will not fay, a juſt 
- portraiture, of man, but the general out- 
lines of his character, and thereby help 
him to form a proper eſtimate of his 
greatneſs and littleneſs, of his Ne | 
and meanneſs. 
For this end it may be proper to take 
i curſory view of man's original ſtate, 
and alſo of the original conſtitution of 
the preſent world. All who ale the 
ſacred writings agree, that man was, cre- 
ated at firſt in the image of Gop; that 
his body was formed of the duſt of the | 
earth, and that into this body was breath- <2 
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ed out of the mouth of Gebt the breath f 
tives ; from which divine act is juſtly in- 
ferred his happy immortality, or his be- 
ing made, according to the expreſſion of 
5 inſp ired hiſtorian, a Hing foul; i. e. 
4 ſoul in which the bleſſed life of Gor 
was manifeſted, informing and beatifying 
all its natural powers. And his body be- 
ing made a fit companion for his ſoul, 
5 muſtconſequently have been immortal too; 
and ineapable of receiving any hurtful or 

ainful enfations From: outward nature. 
Hence it follows, either that the world 
muſt have originally | been of a different 
conſtitutioſl, or man muſt have had a 
very different mode of Exiſtence in it; 
Perhaps the ſcriptures ſufficiently warrant 
Gur belief bath of the one and the other; 
and inte man was an immortal being, 
and- po in the world, It, may may be fairly 
concluded, that there was then no evil, 
or even ſhadow of e evil, to be found in it; 
but an equal ar mon eof 
the elements, wherein conſiſted the pe . 
manefit Health arid beauty, and the per- 
fection of every creature. However, 
through dite ſubtle 7 the devil, who 
had loſt, and 0 h man's own deſire 

of the ny 5 Noh ge gs and 
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evil, which it was his happineſs to be ig- 
norant of, he changed. his ſtate in-nature. 
His firſt tranſgreſſion, i in eating of the for- 
idden fruit, cauſed. his departure out of 
e paradiſical ſtate , or from under the 
regency of the good Principle, into this 
preſent evil world, and under the domi- 
nion of its warring elements; which im- 
plied two. things: Firſt, The. toſs of the 
divine life and image, or:of original rec- 
titude as to his ſoul; hieh is, ſpiritual 
death. Secondly, The mortality of his 
body, or its becoming ſubject -to- all the 
evils and miſeries of the 8 life. But 
neither Was this the utmoſt f his; lok, | 
the ſum total of his miſery. he was not 
only baniſhed from * 0 24 — the tree 
of life, but falling into the ſnare. Bend. con- 
demnation of the devil, he inſtantly be- 
came ſubject to his helliſh yoke... ah e old 
ſerpent infuſed his deadly Poiſon, denen 
all his powers: both, bes ody and mi 
the wrath of Gop was, awak ened. ip. 5 
«ſoul with horrible remorſe for his revolt; 
and a ſhort. miſerable life, ſpe ent 15 the 
ſlavery of every earthly, ſenſual, and: de- 
viliſh deſire, was ſhortl to end in a more. 
miſerable death. The: rubim 's Haming 
ſword — 5 placed 


oy id H1s-retarn. 
into paradiſe, (of which jappiocſigl de 64 


* See the Eſſay at the end of this Treatiſe, 
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| he was now rendered phe through 


ſin) nothing awaited him at the diſſolu- 
tion of the body, but the dark abode and 


habitation of the devils, the bottomleſs 


abyſs, and the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimſtone, which is emphatically 


called the ſecond” deatb. So that con- 


ſidering man only as an offspring of the 


firſt Adam, and an heir of his corruption, 
it is no exaggeration of things to call him 


a compound of the heaſt and the devil, 
and the world he inhabits a curſed world, 
and the avenue to deſtruction. 

But behold the wonderful love and 
compaliion of JEHOVAH tohis newly made 


_ creatures: When all was deſtroyed by ſin, 
and in a way tobe wholly evil and wretched; 


when the apoſtate pair, now conſcious of 


their guilt and aſhamed, fled from his 


preſence, and ſought to hide their na- 


kedneſs from his fight ; he called them 


to. him, not only to denounce ſentence 
ef condemnation againſt. them, by in- 


forming them of their ſad condition and 
the diſm 
more eſpe 
hopes 2 
it ig ed by a ſeed o, the woman to 
brug * the Pres of the ſerpent x This Was 


effects of their choice, but 
ally to comfort them with the 
nd promiſe of a redemption from 
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not ey a a.yerbal promiſe of ſomething to 
be p erformed i in a very diſtant period, vix. 
—— the ſeed of the woman ſhould be mani- 
feſted, in order to deſtroy the works of the 
devil (in which ſenſe it was moſt glori- 
ouſly fulfilled, by the whole proceſs of 
our incarnate Immanuel); ; but it was a 
preſent receiving our firſt parents, 
all that ſhould deſcend from their oins, 
into a covenant of mercy... It was an in- 
grafted word or ſeed = divine, race in 
their fallen nature, a new inſtinct or 
principle of goodneſs, in order to reſtrain 
and counteract the evil principle, the ſeed 
of the ſerpent, and to give them a capa- 
city of full and everlaſting redemption 
from all the evils of their fall, and of an 
happy reſtoration to their primitive bleſ- 
ſedneſs. This is what ſome. call the Habe . 
of nature *, and St. Paul, the law. zeritten- 
on the beart, common to all men and 18- 


lt may in a good ſenſe be called the Ib. * nature, 
not as it proceeds from, or is part of, humanmature, but 
as ĩt is common to human nature, as it is an tn/eparable. cun- 
comitant and adjun# to human nature, conſidered i in cove- 
nant with Go, through the promiſe in pagdiſe All ſpi- 
ritual light proceeding from God, as all light 
from the ſun. And as the corporeal light doe: not proceed. 
from the body, nor is partof the body; ſo-1 does 
7 light proceed from the ſoul, nor is part of its na-- 
In this ſenſe alſo St. Paul is to be underſtood, in 

Thying: That the Gentiles do * nature che things contained 

in the law. — Rom. ii. 144 
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God's free gift to all men, as univerſal 
in its extent and influence as the offence 


and condemnation; See Rom. v. Again, 
Our firſt parents, fallen from Gop and 


the happineſs of the paradiſical or ſpiri- 
tual life, did not ceaſe to have a rational 
nature, ſuited to their new ſtate, and to 
the purpoſes. of ſociety; according to 


which nature, divers moral inſtincts or 


principles, which will be conſidered in 
the ſequel*, were found in them even af- 
ter the fall, and are ftill the birthright, 
though in different I ere and de- | 
Brees, of all their poſterity. | 

Loet us now take a view of the a 
chat took place in the outward world. It 


has been already hinted, that on the 


withdrawing of the heavenly principle, 
upon man's diſobedience, the ſtrife and 
diſcord of the elements, and every eon- 
trariety in outward nature, immediately 
broke forth; the earth became ſterile, 


and all the heavenly bodies (at leaſt 


thoſe connected with our ſyſtem) ſhed 


their malignant influences upon every 
creature 0er The devil ae _ domi- 


F See Chap. W 2 
1 This i is what is called in the ſcriptures the curſe, and 
fometimes Vanity „ and the —_ of corruption. Vie 
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nion, and as god and prince of this world, 
muſt have inevitably, and without ex- 

ception, tyrannized over the whole hu- 
man race; but by this kind interpoſi- 
tion of "py in, their favour, Sa- 
tan's rage was repreſſed, the penalty ta- 


ken off in part from the fallen race, and 


the outward: world conſtituted in ſuch a 


form and condition, as might beſt ſuit the 
Purpoſes of Gop in their reſtoration and 
recovery. Being now fallen, and guilty, 


and depraved before him, he could no 


longer deal with them as innocent. —His 


law was broken, and conſequently the 


reign of abſolute love and goodneſs was 
at an end. But as it was not his deſign 
to leave them to periſh in their ſins, 75 
neither was it fit, that the reign of ſtrict 


and abſolute juſtice ſhould immediately 
- fuacceed ; but a mixed government both 
of mercy and juſtice, a government of 
diſcipline, fitted-to the ſtate of lapſed, yet 
recoverable, beings; and this I apprehend 
is the true condition of this preſent world, 
and human life of conſequence re-or- 
dained (if I may ſo ſpeak) a ſtate of pro- 
bation. To accompliſh which moſt gra- 
cious and benevolent deſign, the good 
was again ſet in oppoſition to the evil, and 
all things in outward nature ſo tempered | 
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and adjuſted, that while man feels the 
ſad effects of his rebellion, and is pain- 
fully ſenſible of the folly of his choice, 


he has ſtill abundance of temporal bleſ- 
ſings and comforts from the hands of his 
indulgent Creator; and conſequently a- 
bundant cauſe to acknowledge his:good- - 


"neſs, and to hope in his mercy**. The 
world may be confidered as: © the 
4 theatre of war between heaven and 
6e hell, and man is born into it to par- 
. take of the dreadful ſtrife.” There is 


- enough of evil and:: miſery to.:convince 


him, that he is not here. at home, but in 
an enemy's country; at the ſame time 
there is enough of. good: to aſcertain to. 
him the kind intentions of Gop in his 


creation, preſervation, &c. and to excite 


in him deſires after -a return to his pa- 
radiſical country and his Father's houſe. 


Some reaſons will be offered hereafter, 


why. G0 D was pleaſed to permit the 
entrance of {fin and . miſery into the 


world. f. It is ſufficient in this place to 


obſerve; that they are not from him, nor: 


according to his will, ſince his grand de 


ſign, (as far as we are able to compre- 
hend) in all his. counſels and ke 1s | 


5 des Chap. II. + Ses Chap. VIII. 
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22 AN ESTIMATE OF. 
the ſuppreſſion and removal of them; 


and © the one work of his providence, 
« from the beginning to the end of time, 
„the one work of love.” But this being 
ſo important a ſubject, and ſo neceſſary 
to content man with his preſent condi- 
tion in the order of Providence, as well 


as to diſpoſe him for the due reception 
of the goſpel-revelation, I ſhall firſt ſhew,. 


that it was every way worthy of Gop, 


that it became his wiſdom, his juſtice, 
his- goodneſs, his purity and holineſs, to 


continue the ſufferings of the preſent life, 
as being the neceſſary fruit and unavoid- 


able effect of ſin, and to make them the 


appointed means of our ſalvation; where- 


in ſeveral of the preceding c obſervations 
will again paſs under review, the preſent 


economy of things be explained, and ſome 
practical uſes inferred from the premiſes. 
Secondly, I ſhall give a ſhort ſketch of 


the divine proceedings towards our world 


ſince the firſt tranſgreſſion, and of thoſe 


wiſe advances Gop made towards that 
ſtupendous act of his love, the incarna- 
tion of his Son, and the redemption of 
mankind by his meritorious death and 


paſſion. To which will be added, by 


way of introduCtion to the ſequel of this 
diſcourſe, ſome __ mens on his be- 
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ing deputed by the Father mms agent 
or adminiſtrator of the whole affairs of 
Providence, both in the kingdom of nature 
and the kingdom of grace, till the con- 
umme of all things. A 


CHAP. Tn 


T hat it drags the Wi Mom, Fuſtice, Good: 
neſs, and Holineſs of GOD, to continue tbe 

Evils and Sufferings of this Life, and to 

render them ſubſervient-to [the Mert Y 
3 Maw 5 Salvation. | 


F IRST, * became the Fiſdbm of Gov. 
Nothing is ſo great a demonſtration-of 
infinite wiſdom as the bringing good out 
of evil, making the higheſt diſhonour turn 
to the advancement of his glory, and the 


natural and neceſſary conſequences of ſin, 
tend to its deſtruction; and miſery to be 


the inſtrument of eternal happineſs; ma- 
king the effects of our fall the means of. Pi 
our recovery, as diſeaſes are inſtrumental - 
to our health, and death itfelf an intro- 
duction to life. All-thoſe excellent and 
admirable ends are ſecured in the _— 
mentioned economy of our ſalvation. '* 


* See Chap. VIII. 
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Again, The wiſdom of God is moſt 


conſpicuouſly apparent, in ordering and 


diſpoſing the evils and afffictions of the 
world, with relation to the whole, and 


to each particular. 


There is, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
a mixture of good and evil diſcernible in 


every thing. The water, that is cooling 


and refreſhing, is alſo crude and phlegma- 
tic: . The fire, that warms and cherithes 
2 will alſo burn and conſume us: The 
very food that nouriſhes us, breeds hu- 
mours that - deſtroy us; and ſo in all o- 
ther things *. Had there been no fin, there 


would have been nothing but good.; and 


had not Gop taken man into favour a- 
gain after his ſin, there would have been 
nothing but evil in the world. But Gop, 


moved by the infinite and eſſential good 


neſs of his own nature, taking man in 


hand again, and graciouſly affording him 
a new time, and different ſtate of trial 


and probation, did, with ſuch divine and 
inconceivable wiſdom, ſo retrieve nature 
out of the confuſion it was fallen into by 
fin; did, on the one hand, ſo repreſs the 
evil md: the curſe; and, on the other, ſo 
invigorate and infpirit nature with new 


* See the Eſſay, at the end of chis Treatiſe. 
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bleſſings, and did ſo admirably and exact- 
ly order and temper the good and the 
evil, and balance the one againſt the o- 
ther in all things, as that they are moſt 
juſtly fitted to anſwer all the ends and 

neceſſities of man, ſpiritual. and tempo- 
ral, in this his probationary ſtate, to fup- 
port him in life here, and to lead him na- 
turally, if he will be led, to eternal r 
pineſs hereafter. 

The evils of nature are not ſo great 
and violent as to overwhelm, amaze, and 
confound him, ſo to leave him neither 
time nor capacity for working out his 
falvation; nor is the good ſo exquiſitely 
affecting as to force and overbear his rea- 
jon and judgment, to take up his heart 

and all the faculties of his ſoul, and per- 
petually diſtract him from Gop: and his 
duty. But there is juſt ſo: much good 
left as is neceſſary to ſupport man, in his 
time of pilgrimage, and place of baniſn- 
ment here below, and juſt ſo much evil 
remains as is neceſſary to take off his 
love and affection from the creature, and 
to chaſtiſe and correct him̃ for, to reſtrain 
and divorce him from his ſin. 7p 

Again, As the conſtitution of mens 
fouls: is as different as the temperament 
of their — and — 3 
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moſt admirable an applying the p proper. 
ge, in chooſing ſuch particular kinds 
_ ictions, either inward or outward, 
odor of mind or K in fo. br ing 
der tempering their d 
intervals, as are moſt proper, ws 
ond to the particular circum- - 
ſtances and dipoſitions, wants an neceſ- 8 
kale. of our ſpirit. 
And though, by reaſon * our pre ſent 
darkneſs, we are not able clearly to diſco- 
ver t devine bwifdome i in all this, _ 
to wwe and attentive minds it 1 
comes er 3 pry Gs - 
a — 1 


the beauty God's conduct in leading ,- 
us into, and fafely eee us through, 
the | -hardſhips and dangers of che 
"oh t and te rible wilderneſs of this wor] 'Y 
will thine in full luftre, and will make 
one vas the ee en eg. and delightful 
proſpects We ſhall then 


affitions al men, and Le de worth 


lity eng ey 
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exceeding and eternal N of eie 
which will be the happy 


and joy -paopiarad: fir che Lebe 
Secondly, It became the juſtice of Gov: D 
to bring ſinful = map: t falvation:through- 
; ee ee 
| 8 effects of be 
inſt reanfepe@on®, ny theyuſtice of 
Gon doomed our firſt parents to a ſtate 
of toilſome labour and pain, and chich 
is ſtill. more or leſs the ne lot 8 ö 
all their deſcendants. This attribute, it 
is true, has received ample ſatis faction for 
its 8 3 in the ſufferings ef our g 
N | r, a8 bn reed” 18 © 
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rebellions, or elſe — bf; — 

Judicially hardened, and fo: fitted 
Napy, even the childrerr- 
- ſubj ect to his n by the 


Mat. *. 28. — 8 ough 

their ſufferings are fatherly chaſtiſements 
"0 God's part, and tokens. of his love, 
they are likewiſe, not unfrequently, ef- 
fects of his diſpleaſure at their ſins; and 

in»that reſpect it is juſtice _ —_— fu- 
bordinated to lovmmOeeeee 9 

Thirdly, But what i is more won rfuÞ 
that the bringing ſinful man to ſalva- 
tion, through a ſtate of ſuffering g, is not 
more a parc: a of, — wn and 
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matter withou  partiality and pre l ; 
we ſhall find it otherwiſe. © | 
That undoubtedly is moſt creed to 
the greateſt goodneſs Which is defigned 
: for gur greateſt good. Now bur greateſt - 
good being eternal life and happineſs, it 
10 evident, that the means that does moſt 
effectually promote that end, is moſt be- 
coming 20 greateſt goodneſs. It is cer- 
tain in experience and fact, that man did 
fall, when the ſtate Gop had placed him 
in for His trial and probation Was a ſtate 
of outward glory and happineſs. Now, 
if man was overcome and betrayed into / 
ſin, by the alluring charms of the crea- 
tures, when he was in the ſtrength and 
integrity of his rational and ſpiritual 
powers, how is it poſſible to be thought 
he ſhould be able to ſtand and mainta ain 
his ground, and reſiſt the fame ſtrength _ 
of temptations nor, when he is ſo much BY 
weakened ko origin 
tion? It is but too evident that the für 
greateſt part of mankind are enſnared and 
captivated by the pleaſure they find in the 
TROY even in 2 this wiſer r able, corrupt, . 


1360 their — 6 250 orginal charms 
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al ſin and corrupß- 


on — that chere 
are many n ught to a true ſenſe of 
; and of, ee virtue and reli- 
gion, by adverſity chan byproſperity. And 
no doubt there are many that have been 
raiſed from a dung-hill into. Abraham's - 
boſom. with Lazarus; who, had they been 
in the rich man's circumſtances,; would- 
probably have ſhared the rich man's fate. 
Many have been advanced from a priſon 
to a throne in the kingdom of heaven; 
who, had they lived in a palace, would 
perhaps have been caſt down ino 8 
Aungepns of the bottomleſs. t. 
S38o that all things confidered, it was: 
infinite goodneſs. and love that moved 
- Godto permit ſo, many evils and miſeries 


in the world, and to make the ſtate we 


were to paſs through, in our ay to hea- 
ven, more or leſs a ſtate of ſufferings and 
ſorrow: Since nothing. can be more pro- 
per to take off our love and affections 
- from the creatures, than: the trouble and 

N afineſs:we; find in them; nothing more 
oper to make us think, en en 


N 2 5 . A at zer, that corrects his ſon, 
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of the next. Th. ey. are like the rer 
are left to be ag goads in ur 


ks moſt gerain, 3 
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e and life, than the expe ience ot 
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geon to cuts and laſhes « limb. 
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greater evils than he 


does not 


and Amden in chis world, that thes Wag 
prevent us from running into the torments: 


of the Philiſtines to the Iſr aelites, they 
us by their 
fro 


9 . eyes, to keep 
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Aenne 
#0 mon, ſhall fee ibe Lord. That norbing 
defiled and impure cun enter into the Ring- 
dom of heaven T. That light can have no 
eommunion with darkneſs, nor 8 it 
ſelf be united with any thing” impure: 
therefore thoſe means to ſalVation are 
beſt Ae the purity and holineſs of 
Gop to ordain, which are moſt effectual 
to purify our Mmm ag l and defiled na- 
ture. 
Now, Giroigth che- births ” the blood. 
uf Chriſt the Son of Gop, and the inward. 
operation of the holy ſpirit of Gon, no- 
thing contributes ſo much to the purify. 
ing our ſouls as the eroſs, or a'ſtate of ſuf-- 
fering. Not only as it contributes to abate 
dur appetite to, and reliſh” of earthly en | 
joyments, to take off our affections from. 
the world and the things of the wörld, 
but alſo, as it conduces moſt cffechually 7 to a 
 erucify the old man m us, and utterly to a- 
boliſh the very body of ſin; to mortify 
aid deftroy "that which is the miſt Ati 
root and "ge of al fin, iz. "Je 5 | 
love and /e/f-will, a 
Nothing is more prop. er to mortify our | 
ſelf-love, ſelf-eſteem; vanity, and pride, 
than a ſtate of ſan Xified- ſuffering, peel. 
v Heb. xi. * Rer. 17. 
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with a. ſight and ſenſe: of the horri 
odious nature of ſin, and penetrated with 
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ally the inward ſufferings of the mind. 


For when men once come to be touched 


a ray of divine light, ſee the monſtrous 
uglineſs and deformity: of a ſaul polluted 


with guilt, and at the ſame time view the 
infinite difference and diſtance between 


ſuch a ſoul, and the infinitely pure and 
holy God, then all their imaginary; beau- 
ties. and ꝓerfections vaniſh, and leave 
thera monſtrous and ugly in their, own 
eye z then their comelineſs is turned 
to corruption; their light into darkness f 


and their love of Wemſekpest into abhor- 5 
rencęg. i nt 1 91; F 9 Et 


" Again.: Nothing Ts. more r _ 


break our own. will. thang ppoſition and. = 


ering; .. hecauſe. there is nothing our 
val part abhors and avoids-like pain 


5 and trouble; and nothing it deſires and 


ſo, eagerly as eaſe and pleaſure. 
on external ſufferings. 


the circumciſing knife cutting 
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ng blood of the covenant puri- 


- quently made uſe of in the: conduct f 0 
1 ravidence for that end, Jet it is the Mrd 
of Gon: s word laying open the ſecrets af 


5 the lea 
tying * ae ** works, 


in of unhallowed affections, : 
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and the ſp irit's holy fire burning up the 


droſs — tin of corruption; * 18 theſe 


Painful operations to the agfecrive part in 
man, that are appointed of the Lox D as 
the fanctified means of producing that 


death, out of which 1 prings the Pure el 
ſential life of the ſpirit. 


The following practical ereus na- 
8 rurally ariſe from the foregoing ore 


Firſt, If it be ordained and appo pointed 


5 that all muſt make their wa oth 


ſalvation through ſuffering, then no 


ought to be AER when it e er to 


"ou hip ee. 

Every Chriſtian 
arm and prepare himſelf for it. And our 
bleſſed Loxp expreſsly cautions us. about 
it, ſaying, Whoſoever ves not bear hir croſs, 


x 


and come after me, cannot be my difeiple*. 
And then goes on to tell us, this is 
what we muſt look for, theſe are the very 
terms we muſt receive Chriſtianity upon. 
"you intending to build a tower; 
 fitteth not down firſt and counteth the coft, 
. have ſufficient do finiſb it: Les 
| a 


it not able to hin 


For which of you 


he. hath laid the foundation, and 


begin to. mock bim, ſaying, mk "man c 


Luke xiv. 27. 


; ilteckotvipon, ind 5 


1% it, all that behold bim 
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” ;hewwiſe whoſhever be be of you, that for. 


ſaleth not all that he hath, cannot be my 
diſciple *. St. Peter alſo warns us not to be 


ſurpriſed at the ſufferings we meet with, 

ſaying, Beloved, think it not ſtrange con- 
cerning the fiery trial (that is of afffiftions | 
and ſufferings) that is to try you, as though 


ſome ſtrange thing happened unto you Þ. 


Again, Knowing that the ſame affiiftions 
are acco war rope in your brethren that are 
in the world gain, That believers are 
called Pavdrrh 8 the example of Chriſt. 
And St. Paul to the ſame purpoſe writes 
to the Theſſalonians, That no man ſhould. 
be moved by theſe affiittions ; for yourſelves 
know, ſa 8 he, that doe are appointed 


thereunto || ; And, in another place, he 


ſpeaks of hs affliftions of” 2 75 92 1255 as its 


inſeparable attendant. 


A man that is travelling to any p bat 
is not ſurpriſed to find "himſelf in the 


"way char'lomk leads to his-j Journey's end. Nor 
is it any wonder, that he that is travelling 

towards heaven, finds himſelf in a firait | 
-way. If gold were an intelligent being, it 
would not think it ſtrange to be thrown 

into a crucible to be melted by the fire, 
and ſo purged and e from its droſs, 


Lake xv. 257 e 17 1 Pes iv. 12. 1 
11 Pet. v. 9. et. ü. 21. 1 Theſf. M. 3. 
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and therehy.,become \fit for making 
veſſel for: a. prince's- uſe. A ſoldiex-is 
not ſurpriſed, at the fatigues of his mareh, 
at the coldneſs and hardneſs of his Jod- 
ging in the camp, at the difficulties of an 
engagement: He knows all this before- 
hand, that it is the proper life of a fol- 
dier, the way his captain and leader has 
gone before him, and the only way that 
leads to victory. Thus a Chriſtian muſt 
not wonder, that he paſſes through many 
tribulations, before, be: enters. into the, King 
dom of Ged; That he enters in, at a. Hrait 
gate, and walks in a narrow way, if he 
drags NT: jomards eternal life. 4 
eco oD. has appointed and 
ordained lufferings, as means and inſtru- 
ments of -Pupibcation, and falyation, 
then we oug t to look upon them, not as 
evil, but good; not as the effects of bis 
anger, but. of. his love; not as curica, 
but bleſſings, 8 | 
And we ought. to be fo FRI from com- | 
plaining, repining, and murmuring at 
them, that we ouht to thank Gop for, 
and rejoice in them. It is a pleaſure to a 
traveller to be certain that he is in the 
right way, notwithſtanding the rugged- 
neſs of the road. The proſpect of health. - 
makes us cheerfully ſubmit to the nauſe- | 
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niſters it. A man is glad to part with one 


. La r SES. i. : 2 _ | = 4 1 - 4d 
F $7 * N * # , . - 
; , 


«HUMAN LIFE. KY, 
oufintſs: of phyſic, and: think / ourfelves 
obliged to the friendly hand that admi- 


limb to ſave his whole body; and thanks 
the kind hand that performs the painful 
operation. A loving and obedient child 
kiſſes the hand that ein him. When 


the great Phyſician of Souls diſpenſes af 


fictions to us, we ſhould cheerfully artept 
the cup from his hands, as an effedtudl 

medicine to help forward the cure of gur 
ſpiritual ſickneſs. When our henverily 
Father chaſtiſes us, we ffiould kiſpthe 8 
and adore the hand that corrects us. 
For thus we are taughtofGop, 1 in kis 
Holy word, To count it ali joy vhen! awe 


fall; into divers temptations and trials®, and 


to rejoice in ictlont; betauſe by them, 
We are nad Portokers 3 Efe. | 


ings. That when hit glory (ſhall be 75 
vealed, wwe maybe glall with exceeding 


For if we ſuffer with ws) we. "poll uf ! aff 


* zwith him . 


Thirdly, If faſſerings BE ordained 'of 4 


Gan: as means of our purification,” we 


ought, as much as in us lies, toicontribate 
to, and co-operate with, Gop's deſigns 
and intentions therein. We ought, ima 
tate of affliction, to endeavour to take off | 


james i, 2 fl 1 Pet. iv. . t 2 Tim. ii. 12. s 


Ss AN ESTIMATE OF 


gut afſections, and to wenn our hearts 
_ roms: this miſerable World; Io fubmit 
and conform our wills to the will of Gop 
And wben he opens our ies, ad iſhiewt 
pe or eee our 
SALTS wer awful, e ent 


þ . | 1 
See mba, to 8 
ings, is ebery Way jo becoming :andiwor- 
thy af Gap, wolhüght. in all our ſuffep- 
Mngs-ad! afiliiofts, "whether i oritvwrard:or 
_ inward; tadmire and adbreſhis:witdons, 
tel revereidethw/uſtice;: to-mckriowledge 
anditbve (Ribu gbodnefs, und unfinitely 
beſteem his Putit v amd holinefſs. Weought 
 kuntblyſanti.thahkfullydaccept\cthem, 
n quiet. 
by, I a gnedlyg nn cheerfally 
Hear Sind ande oN 1 _ | 
dur good; hut of glory to qur Go 
"This moſt certainly i our indi . 
Jable dutyo Theſe ang ark — 
wident in ſper uation thaviwe: cannot 
Hut dyn them; i and aſſent to the truth, 
5 zuſtice, and feaſoflableneſs of titemi Not 
wich ſtanding, hen the time comes that 
e al bhould put them in practice, e then | 
21 «if fd TY Ich u. S. l ee 
a "> oh of . 
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Feet! kr rere paſſibnd appoting ing our 
rehſoli, Ache fleſh "revoldng jonny the 
Nn tþ nature e grace; 700 our ſelf- 
11. 'rebelling the will of Gon. 
Therefore, Fats 8 Chriſtian Way ani 
manner of bearing afflictions is a work 
'contrary do, and indeed above tlie ftrength 
of qur Cofrapted nature; We ought, above 
all things, to ralf in- a ſüperngtüral, di- 
vine Power to bur aid and afliftance:” We 
ought. humbly, > conſtantly, and ardently, 
16 implore the gräcb of Gob's Holy” Spi- 
fit, to give tous, and werk in us: meek 
and Patient refi nation, a clieenful and 
ready comp Hance, and a mont perfect and 
entire ſubmiſſion. and conformity of our 
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40 AN. ESTIMATE 2. 3 
after their fall, by virtue of kick, all 

| truly good men were ſaved * the © 
ginning of the world; it ſeemed very 
congruous to the Divine Wiſdom, the 
more to recommend, the love of God in 
the incarnation and death of our Sayiour, 
that all other methods ſhould be firſt tried 
for. the reforming of mankind before the 

coming of Chriſt, and that he ſhould 
come at ſuch a time, when the world. was 
bk prepared to receive him. And as 
| little as we underſtand of the unſearch- 
able counſels of God, it, may ſatisfy us, 
that upon both theſe accounts, e 


: appeared in the Valneli of time*, F 


111# Without prying too narrowly bund the diet ions 
other vefy wei r ht be deferting 
the coming of the Mefliah' ur thouſand years after the 
pr romiſe. ee theres ight be a more diſtnct Te- 
preſentation e of this myſtery to angels and men, 
Elch a gradual 4 — 8 of the ſame. Secondly, That 
Go might ut weight and importance bn his own promiſe 
% herein, while un the ſingle credit thereof, he 
vou 5 P bear aut 4 0 2 bis church for 
cn draw torch Wir * s in 
Aal- chat! g e of Ums aſte ns To. 
re the church for ſo great 4. ne bra . 


8 fervice of legal in itutions; 175 | 
ie Fern ſs of A eg, Wim fo. lenny e 
 4dedtul} an introduction to it. Porsch, That 'thus- the 

wg | might have its full trial of the inſufficiency ney of natural 
abi 4 and 


3, and of a im rovements of human 
ming; after th been in eee hs Be: 
an Greete and Rene, Mine he incarnatio the: Re- 
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1 When all fleſh had ae weir ways, 

8 and there was but one righteous familx 

N left, the only probable means of reſto- 
Y rin} g pi ety and virtue to the world, Was 8 
1 to deſtroy all that ge! eratlon of men, and 


ger 
to preſerve that righteous farnily | to new- 


4 people the world; 7 ORs - 
s When that new genkration 4 beten to 
0 corrupt themſelves, Godt ſeparated them 


from each other, by Eonfoundi * 


ſocieties and Kingdoms, 82 whe the 
moſt effectual way to ſtop't the infection, 
and to force on them the practice of 
many moral and civil virtues. | 
When, notwithſtanding” this they all 
declined to idolatry, God choſe Abraham 
and his poſterity to be his peculiar peo- 
ple, to preſerve the faith and worſhip of 
the one ſapreme God in the weld) he 
gave them his laws, committed to them 
the Iren and 2 of the Meſhah, 
and puniſhed: them very erely a 
5 theyworſhipped anyothergods; ſent them 
into captiviey, and, by various provider 
ces, ſcattered them almoſt over "this face W. 
5 the whole earth, and ther 


ö r 


\ 


\ 


and the irophectes of the Meats; 2 1 
numerous * to the worſhip of 


8 3 — 
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ed to them: and now 
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48, AN ESTIMATE; QF 
the One: ſupreme. God, and Made ready 

a people e for Stan ond, then: 
Chris cane, tn 1.0 Fol 
- God had now. accompliſhed That NE 
intended by. the: . carnal ; poſterity. of Ar; 
braham; i. e. he had preſeryed-and pros 
pagated the knowledge of the one true 


God in the, world, and prepared men to 


eceive Chriſt when he ſhould be Preach» 
rt Was come, 

 ſpiritaal covenant tock place, Which 
was not confined to Abraham o carnal 50 


ſterity, but extended to all that belieyed.: 
in 5 Chriſt all the world, -OVere::. : Sorthat:: 


God had no longer | any one nation for: 
pPeople;.. but thoſe, only mere | 
peaular, pee PS,. 
es nation they; were of, hp: bollevad : 
eſus . = int or Swain oh 
* he Jews then. gonſidered a Abrams 
ham 5 carnal poſterity, were Gog's pegu- 
liat peqple no longer, nord God's pro- 
mile; obligs him 10 preſerde rr di- 
ſtijnct nation Jonger; And! rel; 
the ——.— NOW, as quſt· 
lx deſtroynthemo a5 any ther nation, if, 
they deſexved it; and certainly the Then 
0 of their Mefſiabs andy their obſti-? 
afidel . Sigh eee Ba an 


che Chriſtiar 
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: Bong the Divine Wiſdom! had adrfiitdble 
ends 10 ſerveſbyrit. (441M 5 1097 iin 
his gave n. glorious-/retimony; te 


Chriſt arm his region ir 
5 __ _ 4 | 


mſtances, that na — — 
wr he Rad- foretold; could be i 97 
* Jerufalem Was deſtroyed.) did dag fag 
who! ——— ez: ann 
cuted the diſoiples of Chriſt, did, in 
degree, kinder- che progreſs of the Kam 
among] the Gentiles | but —— 


of 4 ] 


| . — ane 


implacable enemies, that the gofpel had 
aer paſſige; 'andprovaiie@ mightily int 
the world. ieren ile lt i 


J 1% Bl 


„And che, diſperſion of the ſews into? 
all: countries, as before it ſpread the knoꝰπ· ] 


ledge of the ane true Gop, ſo now d 


made them the unwilling duicneſſes to 
— as being the viſible trimpli 
crucified: eſus ? ò tu luw nor 


hy Slevidgwealzenlia. Vi w- of the Divine 


: 3 e world, tir the 


en 10 150 Bs tu 75 but 4 1 


9 * 
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eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity by the co- 
ming of the Meſſiah, it may not be iin- 
proper to conſider in this plact, his pro- | 
vidential'adminiftration ſinee that impor- 
tant vente“. Tae ie. a Tnbje@ enen 


deine ; but — is to the Bbnour of bur 
— Redeemer, and thie comfort-of his 

ple, 10 repteſent. him inveſted! with 
this lig h office, we ſhall endeavour to- 
ſet it Foot in the true ſeriptural light of 
it. That the ſecond perſon in the glo- 
rious Trinity, dr the eternal Worn; 
created all things, and that in Him all 
things eonſiſt; though it is a moſt bleſſed. 
truth of revelation; and a fundamental arti- 


cle of od creed, yet chis is not what we here! 


ifitend? Tis his ſovereignty or fupreme! 
dominion in — — all: 
creatures and worlds, whichweinow in- 
ſitſt on, and that too as the fruit: ur 1... 
Ward of his humiliation in that ſame na-! 
ture whereby tlie Father, aceording to 
hie eternal deeree, ordained him 62 
that offic „la sgeality“ the Father 
Judges | no man directly and imme 
diately, but mediately thro”. and by the 
Son; Who having by — lifer 
ang death futtufted his juſtice, and-atoned* 
his atiger on man's account} is now made. 
ber 5 in _ Oy * the i 


2 it 


kind as he pleaſeth. For it is to be un- 
derſtood, that there is Kill a ſphere of, 


— her the 
that alſo of the-wrath of the Lamb, as” 


and Ruler ts tein fo ESE the pal 


1 diſpenſe-the-influ-! 
ences of his Father's: love anid-pecyliar!* 
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nal nee; (from whence RE law Was 


given, and the great wonders, of that 
diſpenſation a) and alſo in the 


anger of Gop, with power either to re 
ſtrain it, or let it forth in- ĩts influence, 


ſtrokes, or works of judgment upon man 


the paternal wrath moving in his ſtrange 
work, on account both of the fall of the 
angels and of man, as by them drawn 


into, and ſtill continuing in rebellion, at 


gainſt Him; and which, even with re- 
lation to man, was not wh qDy aboliſhed 
and extinguiſhed: by the-death-agd ts; /. 
faction of Chriſt : N a Way or, track | 
thro" it, made-and paved by his blogd, in 
— Flowing: him by faith 
e, might obtein than paſs : 


* 


| een | ince added, 


provoked by man's ingratitude and abuſe” 
of his moſt precious redemptien. nd?” 


grace, and Chief. Steward of 


blettings to mankind at will, or to ſhew 
. 
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glory of e and love, as John 
Xl; 3 Matte, x. 25, And — | 
the: man Ohriſt GU „ox; the Son of Man; 
in unten With the eterna Son, as Wn — 
divinity, is made the great. Fenipe 8 
tiary © heaven, and has the engine = 
God's QpniPAtencs put into his hand :, 
the. power Of Tbeaken and earthy. ca an nd 
. — with. the whole fr 


ient- to his, will, — here; 

| 556 e him to- his kingdom, and, Ot; 

the glories of it. Or. ente 

dkgclargs eee, 18. 4% 
Kirn me nand carth icand Jobs. 


11. 35. Woe, Foie oe new 5 
both given all thin and, Ag: 
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be are e el, 
PQ dae eee 
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part, under and by ti 1e aut ofiking? 
Pharoah, in the land ER 58. 4 205h8 - 
Proceed we now to conſider tlie 
een tation; and fills 
ing mediatorial office: thefs appear from 
the holy ſcriptures to bela follows 
e ſalvation of the church the reſtora-: 
tion. of the creature, the recapitulation - 
of all things both in heaven and ent 
and, laſtly, de maniteſtation of Conor: 
the great Three-One, All in All. I 
we are led to cotemplate uni 
ture as the ſeat of his — adele 
creatures as eee if 


in any vour with e 

great Mediator: And ſmteiqhe mia A] 8 
mne i | f6024/bwot, 7 
be Halb put all th1, v3 bi 
mee 2 


3 
that his — Power: and>Provict 
dener, dated by the | 
— the-Revelatidnipaie: 


— — les 


bed, ow xv. e Heb. ii. 8. 
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they may . beſt ſubſerve his glorious. de- 
ſigns; and. we are authorized to believe, 
that neither men nor devils can go a 
hair e rbreadth beyond: his permiſſion. 
We read in Daniel s viſions of the four 
great monarchies which have had their 
turns ſucceſſively, and the laſt giving. 
place to the ſifth univerſal monarchy, or 
the. kingdom of the Meſſiah, repreſented 
by the little ſtone cut out of the moun- 
tain, withant hands. Part of this pro- 
phecy is already fulfilled; but the entire 
del on of the Roman e empire, and 
the full — of Chriſt's kingdom 
qxer all the earth yet remains to be ac; 
umpliſhed: And this being an · event ſo: 
| a Wee ſo certain ta take; 


molt ſatisfa. Ic a, the Preſent ſubjects, 
Aras wil the, An 4 his) — 
: reign upon earth, behold the prepara- 
tiong that are now making towards ſo 
bleſſed a revolution. They, ſee: the goſ- 
pel of the kingdom mightily; prevailing * 
moſt parts af. the reformation, and ta- 
king large ſtrides towards its publication · 
in all the world. They ſee che church 
making herſelf ready to come out of the 1 
ä the true witneſſes | ill lain 
te ban. ü. Ex 
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in the ſtreets: of ſpiritual Kbps ani S6 
dom; the dark mike of judgment att! 
hour of temptation; coriting upon the 
earth: they behold with pleafure the des 
clenſion of the anti- ehriſtian ant 
the approaching dowynfal of Babylon 3 
and while the ſigns of the latter tires ate” 
ſtrongly and awfulty marked om tlie one 
hand, with the abounding of iniquity, 
decays of faith and love in merely nomi- 
nal Chriſtians, che progreſs of error, the 
impious feoffings of infidels, the cal 
mities of the nations; extraordinary 
: in nature, and the 


Saen 


mours ef wide. ſpreading eonfuſiom: om 
the other hand, they obſerve with de- 
light, the whiteneſs of the Helde units! har 


the full Hluſtrarion' a6 che 


— 
Tis with theſe great things in view 1 
would requeſt the reader to per 


following part of this treatiſe; 25 — 
he ſhall — how: admirably the preſent? 


look for fuch eve ler! him likewiſe te. 


dn the! 
throne, being vonſdituted _ the Father 


ed e 3 ohne os. 10544 782.43 eee 


ſulkered- on this pity is now 


- * 
. * ey * 5 * 
— & "ed 


this viel that is here given © 


Loſd 1/7 ; thats hens, the! 
Prince of the king N * eurthit, bearing 
on bis. ry ond on his thigh, a name 

KINGS, and LORD / 
2 — en he will. ſbortiy make. all 
he churches know, that it isi tunbo ſgarch- 
auh be meim and. the bearted o and if the 
reader has the happineſd to be perſonally 
reconciled to God in the name of that 
adorable Saviour, at which name, ſooner 
or later, every knee muſt bow, then with. : | 
df) his medi- | 


wee ales bene a the:albigsiofr 


through Se elle hands, and{avit/ mere: 
tinctured — While every. 


pear — nibh ont wone;-ity 'up - 
not A little — — deu of. that: dan 1 


vregee 
dugted: Sai — 9 — 
dence and (piris] and hating by expe - 
rienrela a fellow eeliug aß his 3 


4 A f 36. bar. —1 0 468 its 23. 2 : 
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together with a perfect cognizance of the 
ſecrets of his heart; eren _ 
fitted to er hir fate. Nd 
clearly — chat Almighey 4 
reached out in every age all tha help to! 
mankind they were capable of receiving pt 
and there) ig ne doubt but the ſame mercy: 
afidgrave, now reſiding more immedi» 
ately in the perſon of our glerious Re- 
Ts will arrange dminiftered to-fin-- 
ners of our guilty race, till the happy 
riod for the) full evalutiom of. al 8. I 
effably,gracious; and tranſcendentiy i 


glori 
ous, deſigns ſhall arrive; and then it will: 
appear to admiring worlds, that he has 
— 22 . 


not taken one wrong 


cuted}antliperfadilyc6 erk 
Letaus 3 — a "er _ io: 
deration. Sock advant: 


— grazious Berefactiry 
*. en, 3 1{(aof9e 40/8 Ye en rs 
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faculties; the faculty of knewing, the 
faculty of loving, — the faculty of ae- 
ting, or the executive faculty; . We will 
treat of his preſent Nate with regard to- 
each in their order. And unt, ooo his 
faeulty of knowing 
It were eaſy to thew, chat our breſent 
knovvledge, both af the natural and mo- 
ral world: is circumſcribed: within-very” 
IG. — and that, notwi | 
— — of the antients, 
yet much, very much, both witii reſpect 
to Phyſies and ethi — — 


3 Alten, fir Nh 


the — our . (as 
well as the following relative tot our love 
andi prefent power of den) I Thun en- 
preſte Himſelf een gp. * 


2 2 5357. I N n 


„Mr. Charles Bonner, of Genera ranken. 


IAN. is e ahh three eminent 


ſuperior lights | 


A vetſiſied characters of his adorable wi 
dom. I conceive there are other ina 
A telligences much more elevated, what! 
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„When Lebnſider? ſays he, wy that the 


good we poſſeſs is but a point in the ex 
tent of ſpace; and our lifè but a moment 
« in duration; when I dee ty reflect up- 
on tlie ſeanty bounds 2 Our Caviltiday 
„on the imperfection of our methods. 
« and inſtruments, on the "ſlowneſs of 
« 0ur-movements and of all our opera 


« littleneſs, the place or diſtance of an 


4 almoſtinfinite number of dhjects 


placed 


out of the reach of our ſenſes” and ef 
© our beſt inſtruments, on the nature, 


< multiplieity, and complication of re- 


«© tions” 

& „ jeQs/together? when I reflect, I fay; 
deeply on all theſe things, and a mul 

105 titude of others that depend upon them, 

J cannot help thinking that the world, 

vrhich we inhabit, was not made prin- 


which / chin all theſe ob. 


— for us. It appears to me more 


philoſophicabto imagine, that our varti 


« is a book, which the Supreme Being 
ces to read, of 2 


“has given to intelligen 
*Y fuperior order; and that they tho 
＋ roughly ſtudy therein the infinitely di- 


have gained a perfect knowledge of 


500 AN NSrI MRR Hr 


ther books or volumes, 1ndomparably fo 

* wore difficult and extended,, and af th 
Whichithis we nd oßour's 3s:but a page, * 
or more properly a: paragraph.“ 11 bs t 
is imperfection; of,» out -prefent* 

ans ledge Which apf tothe au- 0 
tbor: an argument that the world was P 
made for; an order of : ſuperior intelli- 1 
gences, rather appears to me an argu- f 
ment of man's primitive /preroge „ 
When penetrated with the light ; 
paradifical; world; ho probably: eajoyed: a 
an intuitive knowledge of all the wonders” . 
of. this new creation, and was thereby l 
enabled, as Moes relatos, to aſſign names 
—— — according to theif re- : 

- ſpeQtive natures and Properties 3 auchthar | ; 
n ungspandt 
{ 


wie pete that — 
templation of the ſecret — —2 | 


in all parts of this 118; LY 13 1 yethis reſi- 
dence bere would have: been ee 


limited time; and that when he Bad ar- | 
compliſhed-'the'-« deſigns of God upon 
earthꝭ this ſyſtem would have been cl. 
ſolved, or at leaſt changed and reſtored 


| | | Int One which. it had: 8 


therein iz bein gm. 


D may, hope ter obtain ups 
Wed has aden el, I. - 
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fore the Fall of, the angels“; and; laſtly» 


hat himſelf, with his numerous off: 
would have, been imr FAY ' 


Hite ming ayerthe v. 
| in. mean nd marab» 

ph iloſaphy, and pointing out the exceed— 
ius ene our preſent. knowledge 
in each, the learngd. author. Judicigu 5 | 
obſerves,.. that; ( he did not do it. in 
view of countenancing an . 
3 | ſcepticiſm, which, would be the deſtruc 
«. tion;,of all ſound; philoſophy? He 


then. proceeds 10 L ln, unding 
* oth: nature of. oh Fagulties, we. [Teal 


1 perceive, that they have * more? 
immediate relstiog W aur necefiitios,. 
0 both, mature) and mgral, than: to,gur> 
© intelleQual-plealures.. They: appear co 
«. be cdelignedlys formed? 32 
our. lamentable fall in Adam). nende, 
nde us t9.the, degrees af thappings 99 
» 


£c than..tos 
< able: curioſit Nan hich 


u ſti- 


„ mulates us. 15 2 ei 


ann e derbe hene 5 
at for Our natural wants: and 


bal ite krlawrof mixed ihgs is like 


Ah ©. 35 * 28. 38 04 180 las pb. 
* Sce the Eſlay at the end. of. this. Treatiſe, 
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5 ie ſufficient for our real neceſſi ties. 
ak but of what is neceſſary; the 
« reſt will be granted us relies, Tho" 


5 « we had a 9 gh knowledge of ger- 


7 tai n Bodies, Thould we actually derive 
4 from them greater fervices | in the diffe- 
rent caſes where we apply them With 
< moſt fucceſs? Though we had 4 theo- 
rough knowledge 83 the manner in 
* which rh hubarb acts, would it be 2 more 
© nerful tonic' for the ſtomach? Had 
we a thorough knowledge « of the parti- 
les of the magiietic fluid, would our 
“ marine compaſſes conduct us more 
* ſafely from one end of the World to, 


«the other? 1 nh 


DS Wo hier Ene Frey cer 


den tc avail durſelves of their moſt 
e nta ſei 


vices; and to render them, 
Wy The e all che ſervices in gur 


05 e the human Heart be areal. 
Precure us 
0 5 re pain tha npleating? 78 . 
2 aver” een ſhock all beings but bimſelf, 
no "Thar hideous debt. a naked human heat 21M 
Ne Feonfine: myſelf to 4 few inſtances, 


= 


«the better to convey my meaning. I 
do but glante on an unexhauſtible ſub- 
ject, and * 49 engage in . L. 2 


17 
444 


0 


* 


. Be Ac ˙ TI 
* - ; Ker * *. . 


to Dy with the author, & All 16 
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* « ſenſible, that if we ſaw all thing in the 


divine light, of by immediate intuition, 

bur practice would be eorreſpondent. 
e But let us take notice, that then we 
«ſhould be no longer men; We ſhould, 
* commence heings-of- an higher order: 
% and the ſovereign, wiſdom hag, been. 
< pleaſed: to“ continue us upon th 


| an fallen as werare; but N faine 


« wiſdam has likewiſe | pre-ordained the 
« means” from the en er 
<. fhould one 1 raiſe us 08 IF, ers | 

&. of: angels, wy 34 119.57 l 94155 110 5 IT 


It would iber too. bold, in my; opinion, 


„% nious in ever world; the wh uni- 
4% Lell 18 Hecker has jar ny!“ 8 Avg: 
fand' inſtances of. LITE; alen * and di diſer 
der iti the World we Hl, every: day 
demonſtrating to all 0 our Tenſe and e 
the truth of the | contrary”. pro 0 ga 
Yet, through, the > Wile .; 158 05 TN 
God fi in this de enerated f e.of th 


« The corporeal and ſpin _ 


e he N ray 
b e . | 


e ſeems to have: 
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gf ks {pitinut faoulties depends ultf- 
2 ee ee khat of his)corporeal facuft- 
e tres) Tl A'growthlinothe; jon of 
+ 'theformes, preſuppoſes an equal growth | 
ket 6f Perfeckien in the latter C!“ 
% Süppofingz then, that the: corpore?! 
«0 celties'6- . 
40% OH Wakiilg afty churge in the prbſeimt 
4 ue 2 dar: worlds an'ikdditiomal 
1 eg 5 Perfection in this caſe would 
ffkore a Panfbenent, mo Erin 
We may ebſerve with" whät Raft. 
18 deur and Preeiſion our r e 
pot nas Spfelſad nis dolmological 
| rath2? 1 A 20105 57 1134 IVI 1 OJ 
52 Alu er; 21. n ft od) meh 25 
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DOR chit meroeier opt 1 — A IF, 
+ J lte, not Som n. 7 * 
# 01 98 = Mee all Get, wide 197 FH. 
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ers, ttt 60 Ty 


ach 
bod pended es, [1 33 
wiſh, that heaven had left 


5 
Who finds not Providence all good an * | 

i" Alike in what it gives, andi what denies .., 4 0 * 
do een Top Max Epiſt. 


5 A en td compare them ge 
* and ito draw. from their ertai 
1 renoes{ moe ot leſsidirect. This ith. 
* baunllaryof Surphyfedl ſcience. Whit 


1 Kneſt! art of our © RAYS. 
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+ Our actual deſtination is bit to ſee 


M the fünface of, things tb ereep, as It 


i ac 160577 tq - AGA 
the?, 
4hfe- 


ie befb acquainted withiep eRects, 
e Wee 0 moſbeoknb w': 
4 Effects ture the lads f oflAture, Hd Gn 
8 cheſti awd re ſoumde i o möſtiſblid 
cc a i + Tr: Try Ad 'O0; C2700 Id 
2 1 -ate ignorbnt. ge te 
b re Principl e:of — 
merion c we fe les 12 0 bl 


- 
E 2 
* 

e 
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« Vlood Penny aun the ur of _ he 
« refs on tis fact. we know not,what 
he . is in itſelf, we know at leaſt 
e ſome of iti principal effects, and Be 


on One Werde bit Rade Kiel n nat re 
« a little, to be convinced that the 


f its roductiofs world" ta 


dae 
4. allſt therougtiiy 0 Eeplsfe. The Au. 
9 et ee "hag marked s "ah" his 8 


14 
* » W 2 


Go. AN ESTIMATE OF 


| ee, 
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are above all things called to be 


a 1 


q EY «© happy; u d there is no ſolid ha 
j « without virtue. But virtue 

[ i ſuppoſes-knbx wledge, We have 15 
| ro 70 agived} then, or at leaſt may receive, 


ce the proper degres of — cor- 
. reſpond ent to the great end of our ex- 


gratitude the little we do 
Ene . enough to de wi 
4. nough' to be vain,” TE gt oh 145 N Fs 
- + Hope hu hombly "hes with erg inions 41 RY 
„Wait che great ; „Death, a L 5 
What future b 5 he gives not thee to know, | 1 85 
A... © — thur Abe 26'be hp blefhg' how, IP 
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e. Let us learn to enjoy with 


42 reality is Mom 1 
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<..of 3 Again, how. much does 
I the phyſical nature of. our conſtitution 
< oppoſe the purification and exaltation 
« of 0 our faculty of loving! How hard is 

6 40 for it to centre, though but a little 


4 firmly, i in the -infaitely amiable, per- 


4 fection! 1 * * oath Se Meta f * 
„ Our 1 returning wants 
« bind us to objects that are juſt ſufficient 
« to reliey them. The circle. of Our. af- 
fections ſeldom Exfends beyond theſe: 
« objects. It ſeems, ye have not; left us 
capacity enough in our love, ta . 
< what, does not immediately concern 
% our n ſely S8. * 4 ſelf-love: 
4 ſeeks onl itſelf, ſees and feels nothing. 
« but itſelf in all that ſurrounds fit: It 
s is continual reproducing itself, whete- 
ever it is atter „and ſeldem riſes 
high enough to find; its principal de- 
E light in making other people happy. 
Perhaps there is always ſomething oß 
* earthly, mixing with our moſt delicate 
« feelings and e moſt Senercus 2G 
« tions. * 
It is impoſlible but the mot ſenfible FE: 
« and-elevated ſouls will retain ſomething. 
“ of the material part of their being. And 

*.. how much of it does that paſſion re- 
4 * tain, ſo pleaſing, and withal {E _—_ 


ino or: ih to bnd 2d 
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in its effects; inſomuch, that all our ſpe- 
„ cies are fenfible of its power, and with- 
* gut it our race ene be nh er- 


| * tin. „ 
t faculty ef of 10. 


Sack is our profe 
<« ving; ſuck, for the moſt part, its limits, 
7 imperfections, and blemiſhes? It is 
2 ie, however, we are indebted for the 

incipal ſatisfactiens we are capable of 
Here below: Our various paſſions and af- 
fections are but modifications of love : 
They are branches from this 
root; ſtreams or rivalew flowing from this 
ſdures. Thefs indeed are oft abufed by 
men, and made the advocates: and inſtru- 


ments of vice: And even then their high 15 


ptcterifions, though miſkpphed and diſap- 
of theif aim, fuRcienth/ difeover 
their ofiginal grande; hut they are like- 
wiſe capable of ſerving” the caufe of vir- 
tus; and When ialiſted under the banner 
of reaſon, and goveriied by religion, eon- 
ſpire to affect. the proper dignity ef our 
nature, arid wing che foul in her paſſage 
P eternity. ITT 
I cannot help ſubgehüng the following 
exellent words ef che author: This 
excellent powet-of Iqve, {6 impulſive, 
& {5 fruitful} in itt varieut effects x- 
« Patiſive, though fertere® at prefent with 
e the bonds of fleſh,” its groſs compar 


ots fal, * il. Si one © ns xeleafady 5 
« And He that made us, on purpoſe to 
love him and our felow-creatures, well 
* knows how to ennoble, fpiritualize, and 
<, refitie all our deſires, and make all our 
4 affections converge to eee and 
: 6 989 end of our being; 
Our ftrength, like our organs, i is ery; 
G; R below: We cannot exerciſe 
e them any conſiderable time together; 
„ without experiencing that diſagreeable 
4 and painful, ſenſation, which we call 
« fitioue; We have à continuab reſiſtance 
© to overcome, in tranſporting; ourſelves, 
ex rather in ereeping wwom one ng to 
% another. 
% Our attention, that- FIR &aculty, 
“ which: determines every thing: in our 
4 intellectual life, is ene br being 
<« divided; and ſpends melf. in concent- 
« rings its forces. Our memory cannot 
« 'Fetain, without labour, what we com- 
mit to it. It ſuffers daily decays. Age, 
And ee ee threaten, then 
irgpair, aucb at length deſttoy it. Our 
«"'x6aldd, th moſt precious appendage 
«of Güf nature, depends ultimately on 
* ſome delicate fibres, which very incon- 
* fiderable cauſes can, and do ſomet 
4 wg os hat ſhald, FE: ry more i 
D 2 
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« Our whole machine, which is ſo dear 
«to us, and wherein is diſplayed! ſueh 
« prodigious art, is always ready to ſink 
under the weight, and by the conſtant 
c action of its own. ſprings? It ſubſiſts 
only by foreign ſupplies, and in a kind 
er of artificial manner. The principle of 
«life is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the principle 
% Of death; and what nouriſhes life, is 
very preciſely tlie thing that deſtroys it. 
. 8 The rows ip body is frac af wary 
«hetero es: the vaſt 
number of its little pieces tend eonti- 
e nually to deſtroy. its harmony. Its 
primitive — require a conſtant 
« ſupply of foreign matter, in order te 
La "the - "inbeſtine motion 18, 
2 and inviſible- perſpiration, y 
«carry; off. The P ren ofthe 
«veſſels, neceſſary to this:officg,atnpairs, 
by ſlow degrees, the general economyof 
4 the machine, toughens the parts Which 
„ ſhould remain ſupple, blocks up the 
* paſſages which, ſheuld femain open, 
« changes the reſpective diſpaſitions of 
% the pieces, and at length deſtroys 
„ the equilibrium of the weights and 
wa, © ſprings.” Wei, OTH iT: Bin N 25 
Such alſo are the imits ; of aur preſene 
? excomive powers; notwithſiand which, 


'1 
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the greater part of mankind enjoy health 
enough to enable them (if they do not 
wilfully abuſe it) to fill up the . Pro- 
videnoe Has allotted : 444 in the world: 
and almoſt all men enjoy that uſe and 
exerciſe of their faculties, which render 
them capable of taſting the comforts of 
life , and better ſatisfied with their par- 
ticular ſhare of them, though mixed with 
many bitter ingredients, than willingly 
et offered to their 2 to 1 


3 


0 H A . 4) v. 
8 34 1. 


Of bee We eee  particulr- 
bee 1 yp of Evin 27 bd > 
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E have already ee that 
he works: abounds. with=evils of eve 


Eind and” degree „and that natural evils 
are in marryre becks the effect and] 
ment of moral. Wethave alſo ſeen the 


wiſdom, juſtice, goodnefs,> and holineſs 
of Gov, in ſuffering free agents to- reap 
the fruit of their own follics, eſpecially 
when ſuch pains and ſorrows frequently 
prove the means of their greateſt ble | 
and diſtreſs and miſery the antidote and 

See Chap. IX." F See Chap. I. and II. 2 
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606 AN ESTIMAT or TR 
cure of the evils that produged them, And 
although it would be rag to ſay, as 
ſome people do, that every man is the ar- 
chite& of his own fortune, ä 
few perſons, I believe, but — blame 
themſelves for moſt of the troubles ao 
meet with in life; and who, 9 — d 
followed the ben. which duty and Pro- 
vidence pointed out to Wem, might have 
certainly eſcaped the principal part ef the 
evils they ſuffer. ' If we conſider this, 
with regavdnvb tik evils men + , 
either more immediately from the hand of 
God, or from their fellow- creatures, we 
ſhall find, 


chat a Gop except in the caſe of 


to ethers) — he of men, 
ir der to their removal, or 8 ex- 
ou of Rae Sete 7. & e make 


a 1 in the als of inco _ bly . — 

lnners) but for the very ſame onde. dee 

_ this. matter refumed. any rem lied, 

Chap. VIII. e ee an 
Or if, in time of rid cal len, he 
righteous are mixed with the wicked, | it 
is becauſe Gop does not ſee fit to change 


the order of things and the laws of nature, 
as muſt be the caſe, if he always made wp 
This life a diſtinction between them. 

Or if it happens that Gon cuts off N 
righteous. and. the wicked, us it is ſaid in 
Ezekiel xxi. 3. It is ſometimes for the 
correction of. habe church, and ſometimes 
for that of certain good men, on account 
of ſome ſecret and unknown ſins. 
the other hand, Gor frequently 
ſpares the guilty for the ſake of the righ- 
teous, as he told Abraham, Geneſis xviii. 
26. We may alſo conſult 1 Kings xi. 12. 
13. 2 Kings iii. 14. Rom, xi. 28. to this 


warns his people, in ender that they may 
ſeparate themſelyes from the wicked, Jer. 
li. 6. Rey. xviii. 4. 3j ake affords them 2 
means of eſcape, as to Noah, Gen. vi.; ar 
he delivers them by his angels, es in che 
cale of Lot, Gen, K1X. 3 or he gives them | 
favour in the eyes of their enemies, Jer. 
KXXIX, 11, 12, 13. 1/7, 18,—xl. 4,5-3 or he 
takes them out of the watkd, In Ii. * 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 27, 28. 

Aſter theſe conſiderations, 1 we - ſhall n 
be ſurꝑpriſed at * paſſes in the world, 
„„ 176 Mee 158-5 or 


p 4 > þ Ns 
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no kind 


3 . lamb, over itz 5 — 
if we reflect, that after this lie there will 


ſucoeed another ſtate of things, where 
vice will be ng emen and vir- 

St. Auſtin 3 wen that if all * 
were puniſhed upon earth, nothing would 
be left for the final judgment; and if all 
ſins! were unpuniſhed here, one might 
have reaſon. to doubt of a Providence; 
but that GoD's conduct in this matteraſ- 
ſures us both of the one and the other. 

And as to the aſſaults and agency wy 
evil ſpirits, though they are ſaid to-work 
with energy; it is only in the children of 
diſobediende; that is, in thoſe WhO wilful- 
ly abandon themſelves to wicked and li. 
| centious courſes: and even in thoſe, they 
are oſten reſtrained from accompliſning 
theipanabboituwidehighsy” fo that either the 


| | by them i pre- 
vented®, or where 4078 7 to take 
place; ĩt is turned to the good of thoſe a- 


gainſt whom it was deſigned, and always | 
in the end to their own confuſion. S 
1 evil ſpirits ; en the in- 
tervention of. men are permitted to tempt 
and arms — righteous; It; is either for 
Acts xl. 9524. 8 ES 


| HUMAN II by 
the prevention of / ſome | worſe- evil, as 
in the cafe of St. Paul . or for the trial of 
their faith and patience; as in the caſe of . 
JobF: Or, when ir has been otherwiſe]. 
and gooc men huve fallen int > theirſnares; - 
it has been - wholly® owing to 'their-own þ. 
unwatchfulneſs. Thus much for evils i in 
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Let us — nahaich under the 
denominetiehruß natural and moral. Un. 

der the conſiderttion of natural evils are 
all thoſe calamities and misf 
dent women 5 theſe 1 
Y F maven: 0 Rn” — rod 


partsare: :the —— of Juſtice to 1 
os zh. his deſigns. „Let it! likewiſe be 
95 [992 Co. xii 2. . 4 Bock ef Jeb, iv; 2. 


WS. 


f-their wickednefs ithefe;or 
„ it is becauſe they can 
andy be puniſied in a collective —— 
by ſuch viſible ſtrokes of Providence. 


a 


= beggary, and a whole neighbourhood. be- 
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comes a ecacle of miſery and horror. 
Beſides the lefler accidents of life, ſueh 
as the fracture of limbs, the privation of 
one; or it may be ſeveral of the ſenſes 3 
lunaey, which is ſometimes natural, and 
ſometimes adventitious; and laſtly, the 
numberleſs ſickneſſes and diſorders which 

behiege and prey von — all cheſe 


(a5 L have 7 — 
Gop, and the depravity of men. At the 
—— um — that ode of 


— the — elaſs appear pm i — 
der the more immediate direction of an 
all-diſpoſing Providence, who, having 
_ eſtabliſhed the laws of nature, .direQs che 
execution of them in the time and may 
ner he pleaſes; yet not the ſmalleſt acd- 
dent can happen to any one without: a 
2 him. rs without 


ture — it — our n 
tice, and ſhould. excite ont gratitude, 
that natural infirmities, for the malt ꝓaut, 
are mn compeained 3 eber 
2 17 187 16 Fein $79 -+3 5608 
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Thüs the want of fight is generall7 
compentated, by a delicate taſte for muſio, 
and a retentive memory; and the priva- 
tion of any other of the ſenſes, by an 
extraordinary quickneſs and ſuperior ex- 
cellencx in the reſt ; ſo vifible is the love 
by pink care, which the kind Parent of the 
univerſe continually bears to his crea- 
tures, and ſo 2 the ma- 
nifeſtations of his juſtice tempered with 
the beams of his clemeney and mercy. 
Under the notion of natural evils, may 
thin: likewiſe conſidered all ' thoſe: things 


that have a natural tendeney to give uus 


Pain, or at leaſt to diſturb the repoſe and 
tranquillity of life; ſuch as wild beaſts, 
ſerpents, and venomous creatures, poi- 
ſonous plants, exceſs of heat and cold, 
diſcordant ſounds, offenſtve ſmells, &c. 
All, of which is perfectly conſonant 
th our preceding obſervations upon 
human life, as conſiſting of numberleſs 
evils, ſuited to a ſtate of probation; 
Which, however, are overbalanced by the 
more numerous bleſſings and comforts it 
abounds with. Beſides, theſe very evils 
Gike the former) have their reſpective 
uſes in the preſent conſtitution of our yr | 
ſtem. Thus the moſt venomous ſerpents 


afford de choicelt mieditines Bees ſup- 
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ply us with honey : Flies and ſpiders pu- 
rify the air; and. inſects Nee the cor- 
ruption both of the earth and water: 
As to the diſorders obſervable on the ſurs 
face and external appearances of out” 
globe; ſuch. as burning ſands and waſte 
deſerts, vaſt: ſeas, craggy rocks, and ins 
acceſſible mountains covered with ster 
nal ſnows, monſters, and other things 
of that nature; it is ſufficient to remimd 
the reader of the great revolution that 
happened in the natural ſtate of the eartii, 
on the eommiſſion of original ſin, which 
was; already remarked" in à preceding 
chapter : but, ſecondly, it is evident 
that the diverſity: of the objects we ber 
hold in the world is one of its principal 
beauties ; and beſides the phyſical" uſes 
that thoſe apparent diſorders have in the 
order of: Providence and natural govern- 
ment of the world, andthe relation that 
thoſe parts, Which appear diſordered, 
have with ſuch as are more regular: | 
it is likewiſe evident, that by this mix 
ture of different objects, of which the 
deformity of ſome is a foil (like the ſhades 
of a landſcape) to ſet off the — Ron | 
others, the whole is rendered 
ow er delightful.” 
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It bas been proved, in ſhort, by our 
ableſt naturaliſts, that none of the : evils 
we complain of, however eenſured by 
bo ore mere to th —— wage 


5 removed out . u cane 
85 greater evil would reſult kom e 3/28, on 

hfe ond be increaſed without producing 

_ the ſame inconvenience. © 

I be following thoughts ene vill. 
19, 21. by a worthy mme * ugh: our 

church, cannot fail to recomme 

elves here to the — reade 

only a as — — foppleers 


—— of —— that 
<-things were at firſt created in the ſtate 
they are now in, or that they will al- 
% — oontinue ſo: and, — the 


* * preſented as burdened: and- — 
* il t Nee are ene 
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. 1 Which we render 
$4 earneſt 3 is very emphatieal - 
50 . 
1 ee are in 


" Compare Judges v. — 28. 
It occurs but once more in the Neu 
_ © Teſtament, Phil, i. 20. Where the apo- 
As e — in one _ the 


5 obe 60 the insbimate nent Joel 
* [nada expreſions Are to be aten 
*in © bg rative 1ente; as | 

$3 ee am — of- what is 
Ws: aid: — in. 1 1. Hai. i. 2. L 

„ the-crature, therefore caches a. 
« ova weder which + 

*h and che ture. purpo 
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«inde plalt and ſträicht' The Lord has 
65 * ee it, and therefore all his werks 

l repreſented: as 3 Wait- 

a « wg fer ir. ier ant I6 1 1 

e This Hall be er tem nifeſtation or 

<<; the — of Jop. „ Tberere how hid- 
— rey for the melt; A ute \Theit 

4 fe dsl mer any reſpects hidden from 

chene, m 16ir priv neges Arc 
er hidden from the World. But, 

<bigredois; they will-be-manifeſted heit 
* 1 r rr 


q 2 — and — of : 
men, and from the f Ka — ndage; 
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Seeed. ae But — mated 
With the hope of a glorious liberty, when 
. — evi, imperfection, and abate- 
en 8 they. ſhall i be 
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« put in they full poſſeſſion of aihappineſs, 
« anſwerable to the riches of divine love, 
and the efficacy. of the blood and me- 
« diation of eius; And then the curſe 
« ſhall be fully removed from the crea- 
tion; the Lord ſhall create all things 
% get, and again pronounce all Der 
0 «* gaod. When, they Are thus Tranitel 
+ the creature's expectation: ſhall Ea 
2 ſwexed, it ſhall be reſtored to its hondur 
and uſe... Under what circumſtances, 
„and. to what. particular purpoſes, this 
change will take place, we know not; 
„ but à change wWerthy of Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom, though heren the limits of dur 
veak apprehenſions, we are Warranted 
* = from ſcripture to expect. It is aſſerted 
in this paſſage, to which perhaps, we 

« may properly add, 2 Pet. iii. 13. Rev. 
xxi. 1 It would he eaſy ta: indulge 
e vain conjectures upon this ſuhject, but 
4 it is more ſafe to reſtrain them, and to 
content ourſelves with what is dearly 
revealed. The hour is coming when 
« all difficulties ſhall. be explained when 
the myſterious: plan of Divine Provi- 
« dence ſhall be unfolded, .vindicated;. 
Hand cempleted. Then it ſhall appear; 
1 that the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt is the Head 
and Reſtorer of the. creation, and how 


1 5 


75 


© glory 


66 ance a four —— in which che 
creature is abuſed and oppreſſed, e 


Ari —— * LTH 


hy et 
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fully, in every ſenſe, he has e Z 
«the ruin brought into the world boy 
« din, and e the works of the 


devil. 
In the mean time the . 551 n 


" groan, waiting for the adoption, and 
45 the creation groans en them. At 
* preſent it is ſubject to vanity. Its ori- 
„ ginal deſign was to fulſil the will, and 


fo ſet forth the glory of GoDp. But 


ny the ſin — ie is diſappointed 
11 with reſpect to theſe ends; not abſo- 
4 lately, for ſtill the heavens declare 
oxy, and the earth is full of his good- 

1 Bech: But with regard to out ward ap- 
* Pearan 005+ (Ace: is a great abatement | 


„ merz to the deſign of its — 
8 fhew 


burdened in all ages. Vain 
. man has always been diſpoſed to ſerve 


« and workhip che creature more than 


71 the Creator. The whole world for- 


* merly, except the Jews, were ſunk in 


| 6, and Paying divine honours to the 


W 


bf > #34 | 
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i + ſtones, Bread gt is 
„ ta. this. moment covered with the ſame 
* darkneſs... When this is the aſe, tlie 
* Ne rene _ vanity, being 

HN ontrary t its pro- 

« por ends” 9 another 1dola> 
1 try, if not ſo greſs, yet in us more in- 
5. excuſable, hy which the generality of 
*5 thoſe who bear the name of Chriſti 
* A. h les alicnated from the kindw2 
, dee and love uf he true Gap than 
*\ the; Mas themſelves," | awd. 0» 
« of Sus, the * as he pore : 
« Oo OD, are Properly den ta r- 
4 note the Welfare of hig-ehildren, 1 Cor. 
*; ike 29+: Job v. 23. This great end 18 
„ jndeed finally ſesuratl by the promile, 
. Zane al ſhall aver together Jar their 
£694, But At Pee t they are expoſed 
« to great ſufferings; All things ſeem 
| to oe alike to all. This, on the 
„ Lerd's part, is a wiſę and gracious ap- 
1 e ee exexeiſe pf faith, the 

ine n er and: the ance 


+. ited in een, the Fun, widow Hal 
x « licht, robe ent, and the earth quaked. 
4K 'J here is a; — gonſtraint 
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upon nature, when He ſuffers in hl 
* members. Sometimes this part of tlie 
*. vanity has been ſuſpended, us in tlie 
*%: caſe. of Daniel and his companiens; 
„and doubtleſs the creatures would; it | 
general, reverence the heir of glory, 5 
__*..weremot the effects of ſin upon them 8 
continued for wiſe reaſons. They 5 


mere ſubject to man, when man was 1 
5 ſubject to his Maker. At preſent there | 
66 10 an apparent inconſiſtünde, hei | 
« heaſts, and ſtorms, and ſeas; rage apainſt 4 
. thoſe whom. ACE eaſed to- : 
* F ee N 2437 O i 
0 Once more; The dene. of Go : 
4 adde to. r Al * 4 
Lord's, yet! the chief 5 
—— an d poſſeſſions of, it are. in the 6 
«handy oF: choſ vo; hate him 10. 4 
eee en dee i Acer: N . 
„c enn Surel 7 M ee 2 
7 ireftraine/ of His? "Providence | 1 

, 66. Rr: hy M13 ould be c he! whe! 


45 foc Of 911 71 inthe Land 's Nw , 1 he's | be 


2 — 1 — | 
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* « from 5 deſtruction of Sennacherib's | 
army, It is therefore a bondage in- 
4 trodueed by Hin, and under Which 
they. groan, that they are eompelled to 
7 prolong the lives, and Lene key em 
liens of ungodly. Innen. 
4 1 5 The effect being- muſes, that 3h6 
creature 18 ſubfect to vanity, t. apo 
le brie t N intimates the cauſe, 70 111. 6 
i. Neth. The creature conſidered Init 
6 ſell, is not in fault. All chings Were 
« created — the, beginning, and in 
ä ood; ſtill, Not the 
Akne ede r rſion and ſubjeckion 
0 of the creature are here complained bs 
© a+ beauty; variety, and order, in che 
works of. Goh are ſtill diſcernable, ſuf- 
„ ficient-to- filleas eee e 
„ tened mind with wonder, love, and 
* prafſe? Thongtr it muſt” be allowed, 
&. Nan ſin has not only; Al enated ur, 
- ts, and diſabled our faculties,” 1a. 
2 cannot; rightly; ca te, | 
2 a bn 10 6 
ocalioned a So era 
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_ words may bear three different ſentes, 
4 in agreement wick the current do@iine 
the ſeriptufe. The prime attRor 
©: 66 the Wilenler was Sara, Fu of 
„Falte and ehmity agaluſt Geb and 
< his creatures, he attempted to bring 
evib inte this lower world; ARAL was 
+. perttiifted to ſucteec; the Lord porpo- 
eng to over-xule it to His own 
But fer # ſeafbff the work of the nt 
as been to fatrodtice and maintain 2 
<//ſ2d ſcene of vanty atid miſety. Our 
*''firft father; Adam, was the dfrect and 
* ütemmedrate eauſe of the ettranlese ef lin 
4 mne& vary into the creation. He was 
uk ® Created” upright; and alt things good 
» beut Him; but he genen to" Sataf 
And Hed ee ; 


di LEG hs 55 4 


„greifen, as he was ot Head, 
4th fillt the apoftle's defigh 
« and deſert of man's diſobedienc . 1 


= «B At death into the na att Mt | 
4 Fot. hip third erte. in tits whe 
% Heure arid w, But w. 
ie , ü bp; ald th ah Ke 
| e Shtectis Jadge, Tubſe 
e de fa 
of "Re Has fubjefted it in hope, 
«& ſerve. nen til Ka 


A000 be. ot inns on 


a ſake of HM 


HUMAN LIFE//) 4 
9 by * though they are liable to 
trouble, they are dere from the pe- 
«+. nal deſert of fin, andthe vanity of the 


_ & creature is, by his wiſdomy-over-rulet 


s eiifth, and all in it, was made for the 


« eurſed, and — deſtroyed by 
« water: and ſin at laft ſhall fet it on 
« fire, But God, who is rich in mercy, 
« appointed a ſalvation for our fallen 


4 race “: fof the accompliſhment of this 


© moſt benevolent deſign, and as a the- 
« atre whereen to diſpfay the wonders of 
„ his providence and grace, it was re 
„ newed after the flood, and RUE contis 
nuss, but not in its original ſtates thefe 
* are marks of the evib of fn add f 


„ Govp's ws yeni aggtiſt it, Wherever 


ve turn our e This truth is wits 
< nefled to by every ; without-us, 
„ and within us. But there: alf be a 
« deliverance to thoſe, who fear Hie; 
«. and by. his ward and ſpirit he teaches 
4 1 84 ie 1 Alien, * 


57 ; The Autho 8 ns axpeined e tins 
out 12 pho race, for their ſakes, abit; as a. f 
oe have taken the wo alter; the hotlon of 4 

— tion of oertain igdividuals of mark 50 al 

vation, and of the final rejection of the reſt, appearidg ch 


oa excdetin$ly to actipfe the” glory of the divine erey 


. of our rede ngt¹οE,t +11; l 


; for his ſm it was firſt 5 
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them to receive inſtruction and bene- 
« fit even from this root of bitterneſs, 
Even now they are ſons of Gop, but 
©. it doth not yet appear what they will 
& be, when he ſhall appear, and be ad- 

+ © mired. in all them that believe. Then 

4 they ſhall be manifeſted, and the crea- 
& ture alſo ſhall be delivered from the 
4 DTS: of corruption. | 


F © H A p. vn. r 
Lay 3 e 
Of Moral Evile. . N 85 5 


* we cake a view of the ſeveral faves 
of human life, what do we diſcover but 
che badges of our ſhame ? Our natural 
birth is evidently a birth of pollution, at- 
tended with ſuch' circumſtances of impo- 
tency as are peculiar to our race. If child- 
hood is the ſeaſon of innocency, becauſe 
pable of vice, it is alſo the ſeaſon / of 
e If we paſs on to 
youth, what is it, for the moſt part, but a 
wild ſtruggle of reſtleſs and eontrary ap- 
petites, and too often of unbridled licen- 
tiouſneſs, and blind ungovernable paſſion. 
This is uſually ſucceeded by the dee | 
projects . and anxious cares of manhood, 
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which, at length, give place! is elfi 
ſordid; e old i 6 
particular; | ny” "} 


to his beſt i oy 1 g 


excuſe Tal defend it when com nittsd? 
Are not the ſeeds of every vice f WA in 
his nature, and in a readineſs to ſpring: up, 
as occaſions ſhall excite, them Are not 
is imb ecillity and diſtreſs ſtill more co; 
ſpicuous in the following partic lars? 
His animal paſſions, ſtrong and turbu- 
lent, apt to oppoſe, and uon ler In- 
dulgence, to over-rule the dictat * eg 
ſon and plane: i A, unhapx 
tution of body becoming 4 a Jad and an; 
incumbrance to the mind; and ey yarl>: 


$.# 


ous diſorders to which his bo * N 


ject, clouding and interrupting the freer 
dom 2nd livelineſs of: its. Operas; * 


ſions; upon hin. Ever 
ed with numberleſs temptations ;.evit.ex- 
amples aft corrupting kim early; indo- 
lence enervating his, Fac} lties;; Part 

views of things betraying | him into 
s errors, and the preiüdices org 


gerd 
cation confirming. him in them. 
E 


—— 


* 


Fa 


— — 


paſſionate, covetous, 5 earthly mig deds 


\ : a 1 3 N . 
2 1 ” 
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| avocations and'cares of life diſturbing a and 


1 


tormenting him; popularity apt to en- 


ſlave him; corrupt cuſtoms to inure him 


to a habit 'of vanity and exceſs; and evil 


i company to inſtil into him dangerous 


prinèiples, and extirpate as much as poſ- 
ſible his natural ſenfe of good and evil. 


: and His danger, 


A ſpirit of _ Aiependence; ſelf-confi-- 
dence; ind creature-comforts, all conſpi- 
ring to make him forget Gov, his duty, 


pone repentance, and the work of his ſal- 


vation? In reality, what is the hiſtory 


of the world, in every age, but an infi- 


nite ſeries of. crimes; human malice re- 
e as it were, by a continual and 


be Fe new and men every day ac- 


3 e new perfection in wicked- 


7 But). $: LETT 


Laſtly, ale bed inden bn We U 


1 and uncultivated nations, where 
the light of revelation never ſhone, and 


che ag ef religious inſtruction are de- 


Ch Chriſtianity is 


I all parts of the 6 in c Cl 2 


nie? Fo omit the | conſideration ef the 


ries: under the papal yoke, where 
disfigured by ſuperſtition 
and: idolatry, and where the ee | 
for the moſt part, are with-held from the 
hity. - Are not thouſands: of Proteſtants, 1 


. 


hs 


and conſequently to poſt- 
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cumſtances ſtill more e Since, 
with the Bible in their houſes, and an ex- 
ternal ceremonial purged of the errors of 
the Church of Rome, a fair outſide 
too gromelly covers a dead ie; 
cc. nit N : | f 
What ſhall 4 ſay of my own a country | 
in particular? Or ys — can ſufficiently 
paint the manners of the day? Who can 
even delineate the general corruption that 
prevails among all ranks and orders of 
men, the pride, luxury, injuſtice, oppreſ- : 
hon, and above all, the perjury, and pro- 
faneneſs of our land? The diſſentions 
both in church and ſtate, the bitterneſs 
and animoſity of profeſſing Chriſtians, 
the multiplicity of religious ſects, the in- 
differency, not to ſay the ſcandalous lives 
and examples, of numbers of the clergy; 
and laſtly, the daring inſolence and tri- 
umph of infidelity? For alas! we are ar- 
rived at that pitch "I impiety, that virtue 
and vice fo to have ſhifted places, evil 
and good to have changed their names. 
It is counted a gallant exploit to deſpiſe 
all divine and human laws;-and > childiſh | 
ſerupuloſity to forbear any thing that may 
gratify our ſenſes and: p —— A ſtrong 
faith is accounted an —— a weak 
8 ; * Providence 
E 2 
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is jud ed want of ' foreſight; and that 
there vj no wit but in deceiving others. 
No man is reckoned generous, unleſs he 
be extremely ambitious; and it is want 


cf courage to forgive an injury. O reli- 


gion! whither art thou fled? In what cor- 


ner of the world ſhall we find thee? Shall 


we ſearch for thee in courts and palaces of 
great men? Pride and luxury have driven 
thee thence; and they are too much con- 
cerned i in the buſineſs and pleaſures of 


this world to mind thoſe of another! Shall 
- we ſeek thee in the cottages of the poor? 
Envy and diſeontent reſide there; their 


outward wants take up all their thoughts, 

and they have little regard for their ſouls. 
Shall we go into che city? cheating, 
extortion, and intemperance are almoft 


all we can meet with there; and if we 


retire into the country, we ſhall find al- 


moſt as little innocence in it. We may 
lool for judgment, but behold oppreſſion; 8 
e but behold a'try*. 

Is this (k may be afked) a true account 


; of mankind in general? Are theſe the: fad 


and even woeful eircumſtances of their 
condition? What judgment ſhall we then 


form of theſe things, or how ſhall we re- 
concile them to Gop's wiſe and _ go 


—_ 


vernment of the wworld?: enge 


\ W 
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All this, I apprehend, may . readily 
granted, without any reflection! upon Gop 
or his government of the world, as will 
preſently appear; firſt, from a ſerious and 
impartial ſurvey thereof; and, ſecondly, of 
the bleſſings he has furniſhed us with, 
and of the various remedies he has. Pro- 
vided againſt the fore- mentioned evils ; 
which,while it juſtifies Providence againſt 
the cavils of the ignorant and profane, 
may likewiſe ſerve to remove the ſcruples, 
and to relieve the anxieties of the weak 
and melancholy. Only let it be duly ob- 
ſerved, that as man is a thinking being, 
and capable. of employing his thoughts a- 
bout the great deſign and end of his ex- 
iſtence; wilful ignorance, or, which! is the 
ſame thing, ſtupid unconcernedneſs here- 
in, either through indolence of ſpirit, 
fondneſs for trilling amuſements, attach- 
ment to the world, or an over-eager pur- 
ſuit of merely human e 
muß be e inexeufable. 


7 


1 eee 


| 0 H AP. vm. 
Ne COD's are ho the 7 . 


Ir; is not for man poor Ah We ght 
ed mortals as we' are, ow aſſign all the” va- 
rious reaſons which the Supreme Being 
might have for creating this world, nor 
to determine the relation · it bears to the 
other parts of the vaſt univerſe: Neverthe- 
leſs, we may be permitted to ſay, that al- 
though it was not created for his Wa 
eſſential glory, which is incapable of di- 
minution or increaſe, .yet certainly ont 
pringipal end was the manifeſtation of 
his attributes. Thie creation was a glo- 
rious difplay of his power and goodneſs, 
eyery thing S dei formed good, or de- 
cordirgrtothe will of its ſovereign Archi- 
tect. Thus far all is — and. inconteſt. 
ble,” Theonly difficulty lswith reſpect to 
the continuance and. government of the 
world, in its preſent fallen condition“: 
And rein, methinks, we may likewiſe 
ſee the proſecution of the ſame glorious 
.defign, viz. the farther manifeſtation of 
his divine perfections. With regard to. 
his wiſdom, as we cannot doubt but x 18 

| * See Chap. = 


, 


l LIFE. a 291 
| infinite, 10 neither can we doubt but his 
plan is ſo 8 and that another ſuc- 
ceſſion of objects, of an infinite moment 
and duration lte to this plan. 

This World, this preſent life, all that 
we have ſeen. or heard, ſupports another 
ſucceſſion of objects, which enters into 
the deſig n of Gop; and the: former are 
only a «= in tompariſen. of that other 
ages n of objects Which roll, if 1 may | 
be allowed the expreſſion, in the divine 
mind, The wiſdom of Go is ſo great, 
that it makes the moſt important events 
turn upon an inconſiderable accident, up- 


on a point, as upon an immovable pivot. 


nne r „ P Soo 


A vapour, for example; 1nrnaroan s head, 
_ occaſions a dream, which is the cauſe: of 
Joſeph's elevation, and of the children of 
Iſrael coming into Egypt, and gives birth 
to ſo many illuſtrious events, which are 
ſupported on this dream as on a point. 
The deliverance of the people of; Iſrael, 
their proſperity, their victories, and thoſe 
accumulated bleſſings which heaven pour- 
ed down upon them, are terminated 'at 
length by the birth of the Meſſiahꝭ which 
appears, as to external circumſtances, no 
very extraordinary. affair. This laſt 
event, however, ſupports, as a pivot, the 
calling of the Gentiles, tlie eſtabliſhment. 5 
| E „ 
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of Chriſt's kingdom, the deſtruction r 
idolatry, and the converſion of the world. 
And theſe aſt objects, which fill and aſto- 
niſh our mind by their 'greathiels, are 
only a point, which ſupports another (I 
dare not ſay an infinite) ſuceeſſion of ob- 
jects, which are to glorify Gop in the 
ages of eternity. As therefore a matt, 
who Hved in ae time of the children of | 
| Tfrael, and was witneſs" of the ſale and 
impriſonment of the chaſte and innocent 
Joſeph, would be aſtoniſhed that God 
mould fuffer innocent virtue to be op- 
Freſſed, only through ignorance of what 
the wildem of Gop would effect by that 
means; and as thofſe that believed in 
Jeſus Chrift, and were ſpectators of his 
_ "death, were ſurpriſed at it, only becauſe 
they did not fee'the great benefit that the 
Divine: Mercy would take occaſion to 
extract from it; fo we are ſurpriſed, that 
Goh permits ſin in general, only becauſe 
e know but in part, and very obſeure- 
ly, the great benefits. which the Divine 
| Wiſdom wil procure by this means. 
Again, we may aſk, What has diſco- 
re the juſtice of Gov? The puniſh- 
ment/6f' a guilty and rebellious world. 
V hat Has ſhewn his mercy? A peni- 
tent world. 5 the mwanifeſtation of 


c 
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theſe two en * deck motives 
of love and fear; motives abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to counterbalance the inclinations 
of men towards ſenſible objects, and per- 
hapsalſo-to keep within the bounds of duty 
other creatures or worlds, which we know 
nothing of. Should we have known his 
faithfulneſs, if he had n made us pro- 1 
miſes, and fulfilled them? But above all, 

what matter of triumph for all his attri- 
butes; in being able to make the glory 
of them altogether reſult from that which 
feemed likely to ſully it. If peak of that 
monſtrous mixture of good er evil, of 8 
vice and virtue, of | guilt and innocence,, 
which is the ſubje.of this diſcourſe, and 
which we ane reigning in the world, 
ever ſince the entrance of ſin by our. firſt 
parents. Therein GoD. has taken ca- 
lion to ſhew his greatneſs, by: the. variety 
of his diſpenſations, juſt and terrible in 
his j 3 dgme ents,. merciful. and almighty 1 In 
in, his deli werances, free in the choice f 
fome: 555 the rejection of others, good 
towards all by the offers of his grace and 
the p ee motives afforded te all, i in 
1 to their converſion; ending to ſome 
nations actual exil, to others only t the 
dread of it; giving them for the moſt. 
; part frujful mes and. ſometig alſo» 
=O 
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droughts and famines, to-reprefs by Rah 


gendered by 
proſperity and abundanee;. cauſing com 


merce either to flouriſh or decline by the 


city the pride that was 


acts of his providence; ſending even into 


the very boſom of fome people, and to the 
gates of others, the exterminating angels 


of peſtilence and war; and laſtly, wiſe in. 
chooſing the ſeaſons and opportunities 
for delivering both the one and the other 
from evil and the dread of it. Thus, the 
diſpenſations of Providence always tend, 
though: by different paths, to the greateſt 


good of mankind. And even the acts f 
his ſeverity are dictated by the intereſt he 


takes in our ſalvation: They bear the: 
| markand ſeat of kis philanthropy. 

In à Word, the very entrance of "EI a8 
5 great man obſerves, is deſigned to this 


ty, in all its lovelineſſes 
and effes, bythe powers, che heights, 
the ircconciteablenelgf its oppoktion, in 
all . 0 EOontrar the enmity 

Art ri ty of fg what it may man- 

ſoveiei rand ſweetneſs, in 
a Jubduing fin- to. iefelf; ig wr ing its evil 

to a greater good, a. more glor ions and 
eternal good; that by ids contiaristy to 
wr may render 4 


| 


Track ſupreme love may declare 


k — 


— 
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aud by its conqueſt over ſin, more, am: 

rable in all eyes and hearts 1.24 516 4109 
This is the grand ſcale of 8 

towarda gar fallen world, ſo far as we ate - 


able to comprehend. Let us now daten, : 


to a more particular ſurvey of i. 
In. the ap 
3 of our world, there are ſecret 


4. 
— > 1 


rent 2 of this vaſt 


and hidden ſprings, which the wiſe pror 


vidence of Cop knows how to-employ. . 
Thoſe ſprings are not ſo well known.a&: | 
they might be, not being obſerved, with _ 


_ *fufhcient attention, But by the effects 
the * 


produce outwardly, one may eaſily | 


perceive the profound wiſdom of the great 
workman. who: puts them in motion, 38. 


well as undoubted marks and characters 
of the divinity, acroſs the veil. ich be 
divine Hand hath: thrown over: thege 
ment of che naivere. How 122 Oran 
is that wiſdom, whieh, exec 


* 
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ſtanding the confuſion of. the; world; and | 


which, hot only witty, the congurrencs,, 
| but een bystl 


4. 10. ee rbule 
5 m 


. unavoidable, events, Eon 


its Own eternal counſels!. How n 5 ny. 4 74 


ſexent purpoſes and cn all ſublbrve: 


eppoſition 1 RR | 
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purpoſe of Gop! When, thereforey 
we hone thoroughly ſcanned the 'malice; 
weakneſs, blindneſs confuſion, and trou- 
ble, which reign in the world, let us like- 
iſe remember, that this diſorder i is OVer- 
ruled for | wiſe ends of Providence, and 
that there is no evil we behold, but ſome 
good reſults from it. The inſolence of 
ſome ſerves to Exerciſe: the -patience of 
others, and form them to virtue. The to- 
lerance and indulgence of the Supreme 
Being, who” pours his benefits into the 
V ry mouths of thoſe that bla heme him, 
inſtruQs kis children to do good to their 
enemies, and to imitate their Maker, who 
is low ito: anger: Again, the paſſions of 
ſelf-love, of ambition, and of vain- glory, 
have given birth to actions and literary 
auger and intemperate zeal = ath eventu- 
ally proc e e benefits, 


6 tempred. "Hatred, envy, — dE re- 
are the. dikur s and deſtroyers 

ff Ku aman/ repoſe, and yet from — er 

imes how amen 2 ow 


Shih: may” Ri added — pro of — 
rable Chitin, hol: heads 'the moſt 
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truel perſecutions have ſerved to a 
With a martyr's crown; while, on tlie 
other hand, they have greatly extended 
ianity. What an eL. 


the bounds of Chriſt 
cellent ſehool, what 4 fine deer is the 
provideunene © Gon ili e ond 
Asgain, let it be carefully obſerved, that 

154 in the ſame iſſues and events, Frovi. 
dence is concerned with a number of 
perſons, of the moſt contrary. diſpoſitions 
and characters; ſo it orders; that theſe 
events are fatal to one, Anti- fibe urable to 
another. But as Gov: therein has an eye 
to both, from the event alor | 


Ly ne We cannot 
determine which he likes; and wl ich he 
diſlikes; whether the ſuceeſs is to reward 
wo actor 5 ' righteouſ reſs, or to 2 


ee of providetwe) Ob makes 
ſome'finners the executioners of others 


in n his 0 . 


and puniſhes one by the offences and 
ther. So that here, on which ſide ſoevet 
the apparent nr or ſacceſs falls; it doth 
not argue that Gop is pleaſed with eithen 
He will proſpet one to puniſh another, 

when ke is offended with both. The 4þ 
Hrian's ſucreſt, was only as the rod" 4 
GOD's anger, to ſcourge; the wickedin 

"HOKE" 0 When once done, he n 
| | * Iſa. x.. 12.16. 2 


—— 
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ways: being no more agreeable: to Gon 
than the others, he was to be broken himſelf 
and in the end undergo ſimilar judgments. 
The wicked, who, in their courſe of wie- 
kedneſs, are far from being, pleaſing to 
him, a ſays the Pfalmiſt, are a /avord. f 
3 „ and ſo long are proſperous there- 
Nay, they are frequently condemned 
15 be happy in this world with ſome ex- 
traordinary meaſure of temporul ſurcgſa 
and proſperity before their remarkable fall, 
and ſometimes. alſo that they may be 
drogged: 10 punithment with n emi- 


A Again, as che acceſs of ſome, is not wo 
ways an effect of God's favour, ſo the 
ſufferings; of others, in events of provi- 
dencey ave not always marks and; tokens 
2 his) difglealure,' Frequently their ſuf- 
— ned to/p uniſh-the ſuf- 
1 to try their patience, . to — 
and manifeſt their virtues, and rouze a 
ſleepy world by the ſight of eminent ex- 
Nay, ſometims they ſuffer, eſpe- 
«tally 5 blic. character, not ſa much for 
their own correction, as to perplex others, 
and puniſir the people. For the fins and 
aalen, of a people, many are the han- 
5 . „ n 
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4 ger of Neeber, chennai Sor: that __ 
it is no figntfication.of God's: diflike; that 
one ſuffers: by providence; for | avhat. ſon 

ir he, faith the apoſtle, ahm the' father 
chafinbath: not ft? So neither is it of his ap- 
probation and favour that another ſuc- 
ceeds by it; Herr being, in this reſpect, 
one event both! to. he *ighteous: nk 4 
r t. 

Ladd, laſtly, that: what Siecing or de 
favour the event of providence carries 
with it, ts: not eaſy to bs determined, till 
the whole train or proceſs is diſcovered, 
the iſſue whereof may, and oſtem doth lie 
very remote. The greateſt preſent un- 
faccefefabdely) is ordinarily made we of by 
Providence, as à ſtep: to much more valtr- 
able future ſucceſſes. Its method is tubring 
light out of darkneſs, and to compaſs final 
ſucceffesby intermediate di ſappointmenss. 
Who then can affuredly ſay, that Provi- 

dence is. fon one, F againſt another, till | 
it has run out the whole length-of the 
chain of effects, and the iſſue appears? 
And till this is ſeen, all judging of the fa- 
vour or disfavour of Providence, from 
preceding events, is very uncertaim; net 
5 2 0 bus FN ane 2 1 

. e. me eee, 
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contradict them. 
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Hence we learn, that men ought ne- 
ver to cry up the hand of God, or call 
in Providence, to p he the noodneſs of 
actions, but only to preſs. and enforce 
thoſe that were e to be ſuch before. 


Providence is not to inſtruct men what 


is their duty, but to carry them on to 
the obſervance of thoſe duties, wherein 
they are otherwiſe already inſtructed. Its 
voice is to be underſtood, as aſſerting and 
eſtabliſhing the moral nature of things, 
and the laws and duties revealed in ſcrip- 
ture; but N een _ * 
Hence alſo, we. muſt not think it e 
nough in any attempts, to ſay, We 
follow Providence; we go as it di- 
+, res us. We are to follow laws, nat 
opportunities. For Providence afford us 


opportunities to break laws, as welb:as. 


$5 


to keep them. Power and opportunity 
are among the neceſſary cauſes of all that 


i done. And Providence: puts things | in 


men's power, and gives them j opportu- 
nities to do them: But opportunities for 
evil things are not warrants or licences, 


aer only trials and temptations. 


If any, therefore, are ignorant of their 


5 aa ind think to learn it from the iſſues 
of Providence, taking any way for the 
will and command of Gop, when they 


- 
— 
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fee his hand im it, or ſome remarkable 
ſucceſs attending it, this will lead them 
into infinite deluſions. It will lead them 

to Juſtify the moſt wicked actions re- 
corded! in ſcripture, or occurring in daily 
experience; infinite numbers whereof 
God, for wiſe ends, permits or proſpers, 
and that againſt the moſt beloved per- 
ſons, not excepting his own Son, or his 
ſincereſt followers upon earth. — Beſides, 
as Providence is conſtrued to juſtify per- 
ſons in their courſe 575 it may be 
thought to ſhame and condemn them to- 
morrow: Succeſſes uſually running, 48 at 
one time, remarkably for; ſo at another 
time, as remarkably Again them. 
Iuoõ0o apply to ourſelves what has been 
ſaid above. Let us not ſtop at the con- 
ſideration of the raſhneſs of great enter- 
priſes, of the injuſtice. that Is found in 
moſt ſhining actions, and of the vanity 
of their motives. Let us not denomi- 
nate ſome actions good, becauſe ſuc- 
ceſsful, nor others evil, becauſe defeated: 
But let us mount up from the folly and 
perverſeneſs of men, and from the viciſ- 
litudes of human affairs, to the wiſdom, 
power, and goodneſs of Gov. Deſtruc- 
lion a m Yo are in their 1 and the 


1 %% als 17 
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way / peace they have not known*. But 
the Lord preſides over their wicked: ac- 
nog and: e them to a good | 
en 
Ihe . why. we 3 of Io 
badneſs of the times is, becauſe we ſee 
but a little way. But Gop, who with | 
one glance ſees the whole courſe of time, 
from its firſt ſpring in the creation, quite 
down to its diſemboguement in the ocean 
of eternity, ſees that plan to be juſt and 


0 good | on the whole, which appears other- 


wile in its parts. It is not enough to 
ſay, he ſees it; but he conducts it too 
with admirable wiſdom ; For which rea- 
fon we ſhould. refer ourſelves abſoluteſy 
to him. It is matter of great comfort, 
and l an aſſured aſylum for believers, amidſt 
public diſorders * private ealamities, to 
know, that Gop is every where, that he 
acts in all things, and that even the worſt 
are inſtruments in his hands, to exerciſe 
his juſtice towards ſome, his goodneſs to- 
wards others, and Bis wide: towards 
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"CHAP: IX. 


5 af COD) 4 Benefits to' Mee 1 wy 5 
Remedies he has Srevided, again, the 
Evuili of Se 1 | 


Tt Whale hiſtory 4s God's provi- 
_ dence, and the . tenor of his works 
and ways, plainly repreſent; to us an uni- 
form character of the moſt ſpotleſs holi- 
neſs, the moſt amiable n and 
the moſtuntainted righteouſneſs; and con- 
ſequently (how: fin ful and wretched ſo- 
ever men may render themſelves thro? 
their, own fault) do neither cauſe nor fa- 
vour their ſins. And inſtead of Propo- 
ſing motives to ſin in his word, He pro- 
poſes the greateſt poſſible motives againſt 


% 


it, viz, promiſes and threatenings of eter- _ 


nal rewards and puniſhments, |, Theſe 
motives extend to heathens. alſo. under 
the light of nature, though not ſo clearly 
re. God is ſo far from propofing 
any motives to ſin in this world, that his. 
various. diſpenſations (as we have ſeen 
before) in the works of providence, as 
well as grace, are manifeſtly calculated for 
reſtraining. it, and have numberleſs good 
effects that way: And as there is no plea- 
10 in the world peculiar to ſin, ſo nei 


n — 


"natural: - tendency to reſtrain 
Promote peace and happineſs among men. 
We may venture to add, that in num- 
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ther is there any trouble peculiar to duty; 
and men ſuffer much oftener by the for- 
mer than by the latter. On the other 
hand, there are even in this life" innu- 
merable pleaſures peculiar to holineſs, and 
innumerable troubles peculiar to wicked- 
neſs. The two great ſources of bur fin- 
ful actions are unruly deſires and bitter 
Paſſions, and they are the great ſources 
of our troubles as well as of our fins. 
Beſides, Gop has implanted inwardly in 
the frame of our nature ſeveral principles; : 
-and' ſeveral things he his'eftabliſhed in 
the order of Prenidenee, that Va A yery 


berleſs inſtances they are effectual that 
"way. Thus 'Gop has given us the fa- 


culty of reaſon, by which men are fitted 
for the acquiſition of arts and ſciences, 


which civilize manners, and conſequent. 


I alleviate, in a meaſure, the miſeries of 


life. It is by it alſo, in con junction with 
the ſentiments of conſcience, they avoid 
many ſinful actions; and if they impro- 


ved it 'aright, would be in the way of re- 


cetv ng farther | light and affiftance®, Nay, 
8 3 8 


7 


wel y = 1. 


. *. When I attribute to was" A* ounce the * 
of avoiding many finful — and of fitti 1g men to re- 
ceiv 8. 
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To indelitife is the inward ſenſe, 1 all 
men have of tlie difference between moral 
good and evil, that they who cheriſh ſin 
moſt in chene cannot oſtentimes, 
but hate it in others; - ſo that a man ab- 
hors his own corruptions when he ſees 
them in his neareſt e or in the 
child of his boſom. E 

Gop has implanted in us that ihr 
after complete felicity which is the ſpring 
of men's actions. To which are inſepa- 
rably allied, the love of ourſelves and. 
ſelf-preſervation; and fromtheſe naturally 


How the duties of e and ſo- 


ceive per light and aſſiſtance, I mean two things : Firft, 
The conſidering and improving thoſe natural notions" of a 
Deity, of good and evil, of juſt and unjuſt, of right and 
| freak &c. which we called in the rl chapter of this 
treatiſe, the 'ebt of nature, or natural religion; being, 
in truth, the li * of Gop ſuining in the [ſouls of men, and 
rays of that 0 lab. aubich lightencth 87 man that 
cometh into the'world : And part of that uni berſal aud pre- 
Unting grace, which was by the adorable Redeemer me- 


rited for, and communicated to Adam, and to all man- 


kind in him. This God affords to all men, according to 
their ſeveral capacities, and the different diſpenſations they 
are placed under. Secondly, Due reflection upon the 
works of creation and providence, by which kind of rea- 
ſoning men paſs from the work to the workman, from ſe- 
cond cauſes toi the firſt cauſe, from effects to he 
The due attention to, and improvement of, both 
means, fits and diſpoſes them for larger meafures of divi E- 
wiſdom and grace, as appears by the caſe of Cornelius” 

and Lydia, in the Acts of the Apoſtles; and no doubt was 


8 


. the lame with reſpect to 8 of 175 witer heachens. = A 
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briety. He has implanted i in us the love 
of order, delight in the contemplation of 

things that are moſt perfe& and excel- 

lent in their kind, and a ſuperior appro- 
bation of generous and diſintereſted ac- 
tions, performed in view of promoting 
the public good, in preference to thoſe 
which, though good and lawful in them- 
ſelves, do nevertheleſs terminate in men's 
private intereſt, He has endowed us 
with principles of humanity for our fel- 
low-creatures; of love and tenderneſs for 

| our relations; of pity and compaſſion for 

| the weak and afflicted ; of gratitude for 
= our benefactors. In this number alſo 
þ may be ranked: the following principles, 
| viz. that of emulation, which is wont to 
be excited by the virtues of our equals; 
_ a perpetual deſire of being approved by 
wiſe and good men; a natural dread of 
evil; ſhame and fear of falling under juſt 
diſgrace for our crimes; remorſe and ſelf? D 
condemnation, ſooner or later, for thoſe 
we have committed; and laſtly, reſpect 
| and. veneration, hk eminent virtue 
commands, from thoſe very p erſons who 
are chemfelves or a N contrary cha- 
Ne, thous 6 Gop has been pleaſed 

to implant, or os preſerve i in our na- 
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nations: (but appearing and manifeſting 


themſelves in different meaſures and de- 


grees, as variouſly influenced by com- 
plexion, education, and example ;) and 


being found more or leſs in all men, (ex- 
cept ſuch as are deſperately wicked, and 
have thereby quite inverted the order of 
nature) though they muſt be acknow- 


ledged to have their uſe in ſociety, re- 


ſtraining fin, as was faid, and promoting 


peace and harmony among men; yet 
acting in general by no other than ſth 
and worldly motives, and being directed 
to no higher end than the good of this 
temporal life, they have no intrinſic 


worth or goodneſs before Gop : Still 
- ought they not, for the reaſbns juſt men- 
tioned, to be over-looked and underva- 


lued. And when the Lord operates t that 


great change in the heart, which is called 


the new birth and a new creation, there is 
no doubt but it is effected with more eaſe, 


or at leaſt with leſs ſmart and pain, than 


ture, theſe principles and natural incli- 


f 


if theſe principles were wanting. HFere- 


by alſo men may naturally diſcern the 
reaſonableneſs and equity of moſt of the 


duties of religion, (viz. as improving and 


conſequently are more diſpoſed to Prac- 


ſanctifying thoſe natural principles) and 5 
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tiſe them, when they come under the in- 
fluence of ſupernatural grace. 
If Gop hath required of us any c other 
duties, which ſeem contrary to nature, 
ſuch as loving our enemies, regarding 
adverſity as a bleſſing, and afflictions or 
the daily croſs as matter of j Joy, yielding 
to injuſtice, by giving it all it demands, 
and even more than it demands; which. 
are the maxims of the goſpel; it ſhould 
be remembered, that theſe things are con- 
trary to the inclinations of frail corrupti- 
ble nature, which judges of things only 
in relation to this preſent life; but that 
they are very far from oppoſing the in- 
tereſts of renewed nature, which. makes 
no account of time, and performs all in 
reference to eternity: Which is the true 
point of view in which all Chriſtians 
ought. to conſider themſelves. _ 
Laſtly, Gop has laid a very rational 
foundation for univerſal friendſhip, by 
making all mankind ſpring from one fa- 
mily; _—_ he has cemented them by 
their very neceſſities; for, of all earthly 
creatures, men have moſt need of mu- 
tual help and ſociety, in order to their ; 
dubliſtence and comfort. 
In the order of r Gop hath 
determined the HOO, and ſeaſons to all 


—— 
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nations, Mp the- bounds of their habi- 
tation*, He hath taken care that the 
productions of different countries ſhould 
be ſuited to the temperature of their pe- 
culiar climate, and to the conſtitutions 
and health of their reſpective inhabitants. 


And while one country is more rich and 


fertile in its ſoil, abounding with corn, 
wine, &c. another, more barren on its 
ſurface, contains in its boſom rich mine- 
rals and metals. In the ſame order of 


providence, we may reckon the diſco- 


very of navigation from the earlieſt ages; 


whereby a communication has been open 


ed between the moſt diſtant regions of 
the earth; their reſpective commodities 
exchanged, and mutual wants ſupplied; 
our reſearches in natural philoſophy ex- 
tended; and, above all, the N oe: 


| pagated throughout the Wort. 


He has afforded to a large part of man- 
kind, in a greater or leſs degree, the ad- 
vantages of education, and to ſome young 
perſons the united helps of diſcipline, 
precept, and example, all conſpiring to- 
gether, to correct the irregularities of 
youth, and to form them to virtue. He 
has ſo contrived things, that moſt kinds 


Acts xvii. 26. / | 
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of wickedneſs are generally attended with 
preſent outward ſhame and puniſhment : 
And the divine ordinance of magiſtracy 
is plainly owing to. the wiſdom and good- 
neſs. of Providence, and in numberleſs 
inſtances an effectual terror to evil doers. 
In the ſame view may be conſidered the 
infinite number of good books, publiſhed 
in almoſt all languages, the inſtitutions of 
ſchools and colleges, affociations for the 
reformation of manners, and, laſtly, pri- 
ſons and houſes of correction for the an 
niſhment of delinquents. 

Gop has alſo laid very powerful re- 
ſtraints upon ſin, by the ſhortneſs and in- 
ſignificancy of all the pleaſures that can 
be had by it. To this we may add, that 

mankind have naturally ſome ſenſe of 
- Juſtice and equity; and beſides the mo- 

tives, in point of intereſt, Gop has given 
us the greateſt motives in point of juſtice | 
and gratitude, to excite us to duty, and 
to reſtrain us from fin. Reaſon teaches | 
us, that as we ſhould do juſtice to all, by 
giving them their own, ſo it is to God 
.we owe ourſelves, and all we have. He 
has manifeſted to us in his works and 
word ſuch glorious perfections, as in ju- 
Nice deſerve the higheſt eſteem, and par- 
_ ticularly ſuch goodneſs as deſerves the 


— 


HUMAN LIFE. 4 
pt ofoundeſt gratitude. His long-ſuffer- | 
ing and abundant goodneſs 1 in prese : 
conſtantly returning good for evil, has 
the moſt natural tendency to melt our 
5 ts into ſorrow for ſin, and to kindle 
us the greateſt indignation againſt it. 
| th this ſame view, viz. to deter us 
Wa ſin, and to draw us to. himſelf and | 
everlaſting felicity, God makes uſe of a 
thouſand means, opens a thouſand canals. 
Sometimes he allures us by a profuſion of 
benefits, of benefits too which ſurpaſs our 
expectations. At other times he ſeesproper 
to heal us by ſeverer remedies. He ſets 
before our eyes dreadful examples of his 
ſeverity in the perſons of other men, and 
ſometimes even of our friends and acquain- 
tance, Now, it may be, he remonſtrates with 
us ſtrongly by our ſuperiors and gover- 
nors, who concur very powerfully therein 
with the miniſters of his word. And 
now he teaches us the vanity of the 
world by ſome fatal cataſtrophe. Some- 
times he warns us by dreams and viſions 
of the night, by ſtorms of thunder and 
lightening, or by the unexpected death of 
a friend that lay neareſt our heart. Some- 
times he ſends a tedious and lingering 
diſorder, on purpoſe to give us time for 
ſerious reflection. Again, an unexpected 
| F2 
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recovery, reſtoring us to our health and 
ſtrength, ſtrongly incites us to conſecrate 
them to the ſervice of our kind Deliverer. 
Sometimes he interrupts the courſe of _ 
our proſperity by ſpreading ſome bitter- 
neſs over it, or by ſome diſguſt or un- 
happy misfortune. And laſtly, to cover 
us with a ſalutary ſhame, he ſometimes 
diſcovers to the world our moſt ſecret in- 
firmity, Who can enumerate, in ſhort, 
all the various methods which our gra- 
cious Gop employs for our good, diver- 
_ fifying and blending in ſo many different 
ways the darker ſhades of his juſtice, in 
order to give occalion to the charming 
variety of his deliverances and conſola- 
tions ? But nothing ſhould have a more 
powerful influence upon our hearts and 
minds, than his myſterious Mercy in the 
work of redemption : The love of Gop 
in Chriſt, who died for us, and, after 
that bleſſed redemption is. wrought, the 
tenderneſs and earneſtneſs with which 
| Gop in a manner preſſes it upon us, has 
the moſt natural tendency pollible to dif- 
ſuade men from offending Gop, and ru- 
ining themſelves. He not only, freely 
offers us that redemption, but earneſtly 
importunes us to embrace it, bewails our 
unwillingneſs, ſtretches out his hands to 
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us all day long; ſtands debe at the 
door of our hearts; condeſcends to 
reaſon with us, that though our ſins be 
as crimſon and ſcarlet, yet he can make 
them to be as wool and ſnow; expoſtu- 
lates with us, as an affectionate father 
with undutiful children, why we ſpend 
our money for that which, is not ae 
' Draws us with cords of men, and bands 
of love; ſwears to us he does not delight 
in the death of a ſinner, argues the caſe 
with us, wherein we can bear witneſs 
againſt him, why we ſhould periſh, and 
Why we will not come to him, that we 
may have life? Beſeeches us to be recon- 
ciled to him, and promiſes, if we con- 
ſent, that he will ſet us as a ſeal on his 
hand, count us as his own jewels, and 
keep us as the apple of his eye. 
To this ſame benevolent and gracious 
feſign, we may, likewiſe refer the follow- 
ing particulars, , viz, the moſt holy life 
Ind example of our bleſſed Lord. and Sa- 
wiour, which is at once the perfect pat- 


tern of all evangelical virtues, and the 


1hoſt. powerful motive to the love and 
i:mitarion- of them; the public miniſtry 
of the goſpel; the ſanctification of the 
ſeibbath; the adminiſtration of the ſaera- 
mients; and the public aſſemblies ap- 
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ponted by the great Head of the church 
or the inſtruction and edification of hi 


1; 


people. 
As to the objection, that the Sreatefl 
part of the earth is ſtill deprived of the 
bleſſings of this divine revelation ; and 
that thoſe who have it, do generally ei- 
ther deſpiſe or abuſe it, it is but too 
true: But this being a matter of too ex- 
tenſive conſideration for my preſent pur- 
Poſe, I fhall content myſelf with reply 
ng” firſt, That, for ought we know, there: 
be as fufficient and important rea- 
ons in the divine counſels, for confining 
this revelation at preſent to ſome parts 


1 the earth, as there was for withhold- 


ing it from mankind for ſo many ages, 
"Secondly, That it is certain, that its pre. 
ſent want of univerſality i is not ſo much 
owing to God's intention (ſo to ſpeak) 
to deprive his creatures of ſo great a be- 
nefit, as to their wilful abuſe of it i 
"thoſe countries where it has been pr 
mulgated; which undoubtedly was oy 
_caufe of its being withdrawn from thern. 
Thirdly, That beſides the impedimei its 
that have operated in particular countri £8, 


. For farther ſatisfaction on. this ſubject, the Wie . 
referred to Mr. Joſeph White's Sermons, e a 
Mew of e and M I; | 


vol. f. 
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may be added other cauſes ariſing from 
the general ſtate of the world. That, 


notwithſtanding all this, the day will 


come, when the goſpel, like the little 
cloud riſing out of the ſea, will again 
ſpread its ſalutary influences over all the 


earth; when both: Jews and Gentiles ſhall 
embrace the glad tidings of ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, Mean time, it is enough _ 
for Chriſtians to know, that the Lord 


reigneth, and is actually advancing his 
work, and ripening the world by ſe- 


cret, but powerful, gradations for that bleſ- 
ſed and illuſtrious event. Laſtly, (to re- 


turn from this digreſſion) The frequent 
ſtrivings of God's good Spirit with the 


hearts of all men, = the manifold in- 


fluences of his preventing, reſtraining, and 
ſanctifying grace, (without which all 
other things, whether internal principles 
or external helps, would never attain 


their end) are not the leaſt indications 
of his paternal care over them, and of hi 
infinite willingneſs to, make them ho ly 


and happy. 


Thus, ſays a modern writer“, « How 


« vain ſoeyer this life, conſidered | in it- 
« ſelf, may be, the comforts and hopes 


* Dr. Blair's Sermon on the Eſtiqaate of Human'Life, 


a — F, 
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of religion are ſufficient to give ſolidity 
to the enjoyments of the righteous. In 
the exerciſes of good affeclions, and 
the teſtimony of an approving conſci- 
ence; in the ſenſe of peace and recon- 


ciliation with Gop, through the Re- 


deemer of mankind; in the firm con- 


fidence of being conducted through all 
the trials of life by infinite wiſdom and 


goodneſs; and in thejoytul proſpect of 


; e in the end at immortal felici- 


they poſſeſs a happineſs which, 


3 from a purer and more 


perfect region than this world, partakes 


* Not of its vanity. 


Again, addsthe Sales ee 


6 


Beſides the enjoyments peculiar to 


religion, there are other - pleaſures of 


our preſent ſtate, which, though of an 
inferior order, muſt not be overlooked 


in the eſtimate of human life: though, 


properly ſpeaking, theſe ſatisfactions, 


when ſeparated from the knowledge 
and love of God, do at beſt but charm 


and beguile our mifery; whereas, en- 
joyed in his humble fear, and in ſub- 


ſerviency to his Slory, they are Oy 


—_— 3 117 A 


It is e Tok to call attention. to 


« theſe, in order to check that repining 
«© and unthankful ſpirit, to which man 
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E is) 1 too prone. Some W of 
importance muſt be allowed to the 


« e of health, to the innocent 


& gratifications of ſenſe, and to the en- 
« tertainment afforded us by all the 


« beautiful ſcenes - of nature; ſome to 


« the employments of ſocial life, and 


1 more to the internal enjoyments of 


thought and reflection, and to the plea- 


46 ſures of affectionate intercourſe with 
4 'thaſe whom we. love. Theſe comforts 
are oſten held in too low eſtimation, 
merely becauſe they are ordinary and 

common; although that be the cireum- 
ſtance which ought, in reaſon, to en- 
« hance their value: They lie open in 


„ ſome degree to all, extend through 


every rank of. life, and fill up agree 
„ ably many of thoſe ſpaces. in Our pre- 
60 fenÞ exiſtence, which are not acqupigd 
with idle to or more ſerious 
1 2 1138 od nen i ius 


From the boa 570 (cur preſent 


Ang and ef the divine dealing 


men, it is plain, that none of their nun- 
merous follies and miſeries, can be fairly 
charged on their Maker. Suppoſing, 
then, that the queſtions in a preceding 


_ involve a true picture of bene 


* - Chap. VII. 3 : 4 
E55 . 
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nity, and that the bulk of mankind may 
there diſcern the leading features of their 
character, nothing can be inferred there- 
from to the prejudice of the general te- 
nor of our ſyſtem. Again, ſuppoſing that 
the darker ſhades predominate; in other 
words, that moral evil preponderates over 
moral goodneſs upon earth; it is fufficient 
to reply, that it is not neceffarily ſo, ſince 
a remedy is provided in every reſpect 
adequate to the complicated diſeaſe: but 
vrhere it is the caſe, as it muſt be the ef- 
fect of wilful obſtinacy in man, in abu- 
ſing or neglecting that remedy, ſuch ne- 
It glect or abuſe will doubtlefs, fooner or 
= later, incur a proportionable degree of pu- 
nifhment. Suppoſing, in the laſt place, 
rhat the divine purpoſe, both in creation. 
and redemption, ſhould fail of its effects 
in this preſent world, with reſpect at 
leaſt to the greateſt number of its inhabi- 
tants, it would be a ſtrong preſumption 
chat it will operate more effectually here- 
After, and find i its accompliſ | ent * fu- 
ws y_ ay iT 60869 RT an 
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Conti nuation 5 the * Sa ee. wherein 
ame Objections are anſwered, concern- 
ing the Impeſſibility of doing tbe Will o 
GOD, and Buman de | 


We have Grd, in the 1 
chapter, that God is nat contented to act 
only outwardly in our favour and for our 
good, he acts alſo inwardly in our hearts, 
by the efficacious grace I his Spirit. If, 
on the one hand, he requires of us du- 
ties, which however juſt and reaſonable in 
themſelves, are nevertheleſs become diffi- 
cult to us, on account of the great num 
ber of temptations we are expoſed to, as 
well as of our natural corruptions; on the 
. other hand, he affords very powerful aids. 
to ſurmount thoſe hindrances, and to ren- 
der the practice of our duties not only 
poſſible, but eaſy and delightful. By this 
grace he awakens, rouſes, judges, and con- 

* — us in our conſciences; he makes 
us feel in our hearts all the charms and 
attractions of holineſs; and ſhews. us the 
_ uglineſs and deformity of ſin, in ſuch a 
© powerful and convincing, manner, as to 
. excite in us ere of horror and de- 
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tion, as well as of ade 
Hberty arid abceſs with boldneſs to the 
throne of grace. Laſtly, he glorifies Jeſus 
min his whole mediatorial adminiſtration; - 
as it is his peculiar office to reveal the un- 
fearchable riches of his grace and glory 
to his church, and to apply to it all the 
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teſtation againſt it. The gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt is the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic 
of the goſpel-diſpenſation. This goſpel 
was firſt preached to the world, under the 
name of the kingdom of Gop, becauſe all 
that was to be taught or done in it, was 
to be taught and done by the immediate 
power and influence of the Spirit of Gop, 
who was given not only to confirm the 
truth of the goſpel, by his miraculous 
„in the days of the apoſtles and 
their ſueceſſors, but who is ſtill the bleſ- 
Jed advocate or witneſs of Jeſus in the 


hearts of his people. He teaches and 


guides them into the right underſtanding 


of the feriptures. He fupports and com- 
forts them in their manifold trials. He 


is in them a ſpirit of grace and ſupplica- 


tion, giving them 


* bleffings of p urchafed redemption. In a 
word, he is 1⁰ far the author and giver of 
all ſpiritual life, that all the thoughts, de- 
"fires, and affections of the human heart 
ate no farther holy,” an they e infpi- 
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red, directed, and governed by his ſacred 
and divine operations, —Thus it appears, 
that he does ſo much for us in the great 
affair of our ſalvation, that it would be 
extreme folly and injuſtice to take to _ 
ſelves the ſmalleſt part of the glory: o 
the contrary, we are conſtrained to oribe 
it wholly to Gap, and to ſay with the a- 
poſtle, I is GOD who worketh in us both 
10 will and to do of his own good pleaſure®*. 
Let none then pretend it is impoſſible 
to do the will ef God, ſince nothing 
is impoſſible to thoſe whom Omnipo—- 
tence befriends and ſuecours. Rather let 
us ſay, with the ſame inſpired apoſtle, 
We can do all thi . mes. 04 Cari 
frengthenny 1 . 
Here, 1 ſome one ce 
dy to reply, © I acknowledge all —_— 
„ fible for thoſe, to whom Gon i 
« ſufficient ſtrength and aſſiſtance; — | 
for my part, Gop Has never afforded | 
them to me: I never felt the. powerful 
e artractions of that grace they talk ſo 
much of.“ I anſwer, that as this træa- 
tiſe is not intended for multiplying dii- 
putes, but for edification; and as the Aal- 
vation of the ſoul, and the enjoy of 
eternal — are the things in queſtion, 
the dbjector believes any thing about 
2 Phil. i. 23. + Phil. iv. 13. 
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that ſalvation; if he is deſirous of prepa- 
ring his ſoul for the enjoyment af that 
bleſſedneſs, yet ſuppoſeth he has not re- 
ceived from God the help abfolutely ne- 
ceſſary to that end, and therefore neglects 
to ſeek it; it is eaſy to ſhew him the folly 
and wickedneſs of a charge, which would 
lay the blame of his impenitence on his 
Maker. 

For which ak it is not needful to 
Jong him into the ſecret counſels of Gop, 
nor to reſolve thoſe thorny queſtions diſ- 
puted in the ſchools relative thereto; nor 
laſtly, to explain to him the meaning of 
"thoſe paſſages of ſcripture, about which 
commentators are ſo much divided. There 
is a ſhorter and more effectual way of re- 
moving his fcruples, which is that of in- 
troducing him to himſelf, and bringing 
him before the tribunal of his on conſci- 
, ence. Let him conſult his own heart, 
and liſten to the voice of his own inward 
monitor. It will tell him, he has not 
done an infinite number of things towards 
the work of his ſalvation, which he not 
only might have done, but with ſufficient 
22 It will tell him, he might have 
employed a great number of means, 
which Gop has: put into his hands, for 
e for his one and xd pecforming his : 
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duty, which he has unhappily neglected. 
It will tell him, he has ſuffered himſelf to 
be betrayed into numberleſs temptations, 
which he might have n with a aur 
little attention. | 
Let him not then, Hoh the fault of kis 
hard-heartedneſs on God: if he does, his 
- own conſcience will give him the lie, for it 
accuſes none but himſelf; and if it does 
not meet with its proper relief in time, 
will ene bann at tormemtã in eter- 
nity. { 

1 5 pe R Ms: 1 not e Me 
ſtrength neceſſary in the preſent moment 
for his complete ee de. and for ef- 

fecting that great change in his temper 
and conduct, which Chriſtianity produces 
in a trus believen Suppoſe, I Fas he has 
not no all the grace neceſſary for that 
work, does his conſcience bear him wit- 
neſs that he does, what he ought, and 
might do, to obtain it? Does it not ra- 
"ther accuſe him of rendering himſelf more- 
and more unworthy of any farther grace, 
by abuſing what he has already received, 
- as well as of provoking Go, by a great 
number of wilful eme -to-withdraw from 
him the graces he has already beſtowed, 
and to give him py to o himdel and a te- 
2 1 Date mind? 11 12 29 
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Or, if he ſometimes. aſks. of Gop the 
| 000909 Purge no: He deſires not the 
e he ſeems to demand; it would di- 
ſturb and Interrupt his pleaſures; i it would 
«bridle: his ambition; it would croſs. his 
deſigns, and: overturn his projects. In 
Hort, it would change his heart and in- 
cligakons; and he does not with'to have 
them changed. It would put him out of 
love with worldly enjoyments; and he 
has not the ſmalleſt deſire to know: or 
ee wyoetherd i logge out 
How then _—_ ha ſincerely * 'a 
5 — meaſure of grace for 2 good, 
when that Wich. God has eig be- 
ſtowed on him, with that bene volent de- 
ſign, is a cHarge and burden to him. He 
makes no uſe of it, living in the wilful 
neglect of a great numberof duties, which 
are not only poſſible, but eaſy to be per- 
formed. What ſhould we think of 4 man, 
who, being already: in poſſeſſion of a 
ꝓlentiful fortune, Hould ak” of: God. 
more riches, in order to make'ieftableth- 
ments for the poor; neglefting an'thean- 
terim to relieve the poor according to is 
ability? Would ſuch prayers be fincere ? 
- Sueh, in general, are the prayers of thoſe 
Chriſtians, who are aſking of: Go r 
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meaſures of grace, while they make no uſe 
of the grace and ſtrength they have al- 


ready received from him 1 eee | 
| his will. 4 134658 


But if the canine of 'our r dition Joly 
not exceed our abilities; if it be eaſy to 


be performed with the aſſiſtance that is 
offered; why (ſome will ſay) is it ſo rare- 


ly ſeen among Chriſtians? Does it not 
plainly prove, notwithſtanding our 
ments to the contrary, that h. practics 
is very difficult, nay, quite inſurmountable 
to the generality of Chriſtians? © + +» 
grant the ſmall number of real living 


_ Chriltians (for it muſt be acknowledged 


that they are very few) would greatly 


ſtrengthen the objection, if thoſe that call 
themſelves Chriſtians, gave theniſelves 


much trouble to become ſuch, without 
ever being able to compaſs their deſires.” 

But do Chriſtians in general act in that 
manner? Is it the principal object of their 
ſtudies and labours? Are they thus con- 
ſtantly employed? Or do . turn their 


attention that way? Do they think of it in 


private? Do they diſcourſe of it in eom- 


_ pany? Is it the uſual topic of their con- 
verlation ? > 


On the other hand, if the etl of all 


this be true; if the practice of Chriſtiani- 


— 
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ty is what Chriſtians are leaſt of all con- 
cerned about, or what they leaſt of all 

think of, ſhall we conclude from the 

wonderful ſcarcity of thoſe who follow 1 
the maxims of the goſpel, that ſuch a 
courſe of behaviour is impoſſible ? At that 
rate, what is there in the world but 
would be equally impoſſible ? With the 
little care that is taken to become real 
Chriſtians, what would proſper in life? 
What trade or profeſſion would be learn- 
ed, or what gain or te could be 

| expected n 

| No, no, Chriſtians, if you are not ſuch 
in reality as your name imports, do not 
charge it on the difficulty of the matter. 
Do not ſay it is impoſſible. The reaſon 
is plain; you will not, you do not care 
to be ſuch as you profeſs; you have other 
cares and concerns: You have a body to 
mind, to dreſs and adorn; you have a 
company of worldlings to pleaſe; you 
have ſome intereſt or emolument in view, 
Which you muſt not fail to ſecure; you 
have riches to be kept and increaſed; you 
have a vacant place to canvaſs; an affront 
to revenge; a law-ſuit to proſecute; you 
have a certain party to bribe or deceive; 
and who can reckon your numerous and 
urgent occupations, which 3 away 
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your time, engroſs all your def Ires, and 
do not allow you ſo much as to think of | 
Your duty, or the buſineſs of eternity | 2h 
Let people firſt take a little pains to be- 
come Chriſtians, let them at leaſt labour 
after it, as much as they labour for the 


things of the world, which they lay a little 


to heart; and if, after ſuch an attempt, 


they do not fucceed, then let them plead 


the extreme diffculty, or, if they pleaſe, 


the impoſhbility of the matter; But with 
what face dare they allege the great diffi- 


culty of an affair, while they do nothing 


at all towards the execution of it? 
But they ds not often ſtop there; they 
are not contented in general to do no- 


thing for their ſalvation: they do ev 

thing to obſtruct it, and to put themſelves 
in a condition quite incompatible with re- 
ligion. They give themſelves to pleaſure. 
Their ſingle ambition is human honours 


and diſtinctions. They would grow rich 


and great, and yet be good Chriſtians; as 
if Jeſus had never told them, That no man 
can ſerve two maſters ; or his apoſtle 
had never declared, That if any man love 
the world, the love ef che F. ather is net: in 
n ＋. 

We maintain that we practice of Chri- 
 *Ghanidy is poſſible, with the help Gon 

Mat. vi. 24. + 1 John ii. 15. 
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| « other. means.” 
man has thus reached the ſummit of his 
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affords us. But we do not deny that men 


may make! it very difficult, and even bring 


themſelves into a ſtate, wherein it is mo- 


rally impoſſible. All worldlings ſtrive to 


put themſelves infenfibly into; ſuch a con 


dition. Pug 
An example may Mau age att, An 
ambitious man takes the direct means to 


put himſelf into this miſerable ſtate. For 
what is more oppoſite to Chriſtian humi- 


lity, than this violent paſſion of raiſing 
himfelf 3 in the world, which an ambitious 


man is filled with? What more contrary 
to devotion and recollection, than this tur- 
bulent paſſion? What more oppeſite to 
piety, juſtice, charity, meekneſs, upright- 
neſs, than thoſe criminal ſteps he takes to 


oompaſs his deſigns? Provided he-attain 


bis ends, he ſtops at nothing: lies, cheat- 
ing, ealumny, perjary, all is equal to him; 
and all this is commonly juſtified by that 

ſtale - plea, That, confidering. the times, 


* there is no puſhing one's fortune by any 
When the ambitious 


wiſhes, I do not aſk, Whether he is con- 
tent and happy ?. Since he certainly is not: 
I only aſk, Where is his ſoul and his zel- 
proves Gob vouchſafed him che grace to 
1 from en _ ny ae Was 
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in a middling condition; but anda rai- 


ſed himſelf in the world by diſhoneſt 


means, is it to be wondered at, that 
God withholds from him the grace ne- 
ceſlary to reſiſt the temptations peculiar 
to a ſtation, to which his providence ne- 
ver called him? Is it ſtrange, that, deſti- 
tute of that aſhſtance, he nocumuiates hns 
upon fins; or that he ſtands at the beck of 


every temptation? At firſt he was awed 


by ſhame; by degrees this ſhame wore off, 
and then his crimes became habitual; 
May we not produce inſtances of many 
perſons now living, who were far from 


being wicked in an inferior condition, 


but having raiſed themſelves / in the 

world, preſently becarne Infamous: for 

their vices? Nn; 
Me ſee in the 45000 gde ben thts 


men of the world haſten to their deſtruc- 


tion, and what pains they take to render 


the practice of Chriſtianity, and conſe- 


quently their own ſalvation, utterly im- 
poſſible. For what has been ſaid of an 
ambitious man, is equally applicable to 


perſons addicted to any other paſſion. 


I ſhall conclude this chapter with ſome © 


remarks on a claſs of people, who fre- 


quently, and very juſtly, fall under the 
cenſure both of the pulpit and the preſs: 1 


mean, ſuch as delay their converſion. 
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What can any one do, that has a more 
| immediate tendency to obſtruct the work 
of his ſalvation than perſons of this cha- 
racter? Nothing being more plain, than 
that the poſtponing their converſion, 
renders it every day more difficult, and 
more diſagreeable, and that perſeverance 
in that courſe, muſt finally preclude all 
expeations for the better. 

Happy thoſe whole evil inclinations, 
which they brought into the world with 
them, have been early ſubdued, and who 
have learned the fear and love of their 
Maker in their tender years. Who ha- 
ving imbibed the principles of religion, as 
ſoon as they were capable of them, have 
fortified their hearts and minds with its 
heavenly inſtructions. Happy thoſe who, 
after ſuch an education, have not depart- 
ed from their firſt principles, nor been 
corrupted by the contagion of an evil 
world ; but boldly ſtemming the torrent, 
have completed in their riper age, what 
a Chriſtian education had happily begun. 
When theſe favourites of Heaven attain 
to a more advanced period, with what 
liberty and pleaſure do they walk in the 
paths of piety ! Every thing is eaſy and 
delightful to them. Their duty and in- 
on go hand in hand. The rules of 


r -ET -h&, 
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temperance, purity, 3 do not 


ſhackle them. Opportunities of exerci- 
ſing their charity afford them the moſt 


refined ſatisfaction; and the exerciſes of 
religion are all their delight. When a 
paſſion happens to mutiny againſt rea- 
ſon, it is quickly ſuppreſſed; the fleſh 

loſes every day ſomething of its force, 
and has leſs power to ſeduce. The ſpirit, 
on the contrary, receives additional 
ſtrength. In ſuch a ſituation, the future 
brings no alarms, and Death has no 


ſting or uneaſy terrors in his train. 
The aſſurance of the love of God, and 


the lively hope of a bliſsful immortality, 
ſooth the pangs of life, and gently ſmooth 


the paſſage to the tomb. 

How different, alas! is the caſe of 
choſe, who have unhappily put off their 
converſion to a later moment? What 
briars and thorns do they find in thiz 
new road they enter upon ſo late? What 
inſuperable difficulties, except God ſhould 
pleaſe to interpoſe in an extraordinary 
manner? During this combat between 
nature and grace, what fears leſt God 
ſhould call them out of the world, be- 
fore the work of their converſion is fi- 


niſhed? What regret for having ſo long 


delayed an affair, that is now ſo paintul ; 
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and which; had it been undertaken” be- 
fore, might have ſpared them incon- 
ceivable pains? Happy enough, if their 


repentance prove ſincere; if it is attended 


with hvely remorſe, and unfeigned contri- 
tion. Nothing leſs being ſufficient. to 
render them objeQs of the compaſſion of 


God, juſtly provoked: by their crimes, 


and to obtain from him the ſenſe of his 
forgiveneſs in his dear Son, and the 5 
ſiſtance of his Spirit, ſo abſolutely n 

ceſſary to accompliſh a work, on which 


depends their everlaſting felicity. 


CHAP, þ © a 


9 eftions againſt Pro a in the pre 


fen State 27 7. . axfrecyes. . 
Tas. view, given in the two preceding 


| chapters, of the benefits of God to our 


guilty world, and of the various ſources 


of relief he has been pleaſed to open to 


us, againſt the miſeries of life, appear 
(as I = laid) ſufficient to convince us 


of his kind intentions towards us. But 


as it is undeniable, that the greateſt part 


of our evils ſpring from the unavoidable 


circumſtances of our condition, and our 
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commerce with the creatures, it is fre- 
quently turned into an argument againſt 
the equity and goodneſs of the divine ad- 
miniſtration in the preſent ſtate of things; 


the whole of which objection reſolves it- 


ſelf into the following particulars. Firſt, 
that it is God himſelf, who hath en- 


dowed the creatures with that goodneſs 


and pleafure which incline us to idolize 
them. Secondly, that he has implanted 
in us deſires: after them; and has made 
laws contrary to thoſe deſires; as if he 
had given us laws one way, and deſires 
another way. Thirdly, that theſe tempt- 
ing objects continue pleaſant and de- 
lightful, even when abuſed by wicked 
men, in the purſuit and enjoyment of 
them. Fourthly, that we are placed in 


| Huch circumſtances, chat they ſurround 


us on all hands, and make continual im- 


preſſions on our fenſes. To all of which 


itt might be fufficient to anſwer in our 


1 


Lord's words, on another occaſion; that, 
in the beginning it was n⁰ and that 


whatever temptations men are expoſed to, 


either from within or from without, they 


are the effects of our fall in Adam, and 


not according to the will of God in our 


original ſtate and primitive conſtitution. 


But as God has thought * to 9 up 
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the preſent ſtate of the world, for wiſe ends 
of his providence, we ſhall give a ſhort, but 


ſatisfactory, anſwer to each objection in 
order. To the firſt, That it is God 


himſelf, who rt the creatures with 
that goodueſa and pleaſure, that incline 
us to idolize them. It is anſwered : It is 


an argument of Gop's goodneſs, that he 


has given us ſo many good creatures to 
enjoy, which are both uſeful and delight- 


ful to us; and therefore ſhould excite us, 


ndt to fin againſt him, but to love and 


obey him. All the creatures declare their 
own inſufficiency with the cleareſt evi- 


dence; they direct us to their Author, 
and acknowledge: their abſolute depen- 


dence upon him. Beſides, there is a 


wiſe teinperament in this, that theſe ob 
jects being ſo uſeful are ſo pleaſant as they 
are. It is Gop's — likewiſe, that 


they are not more pleaſant, or more du- 
rable ;; inviting us thereby to a modergte 


2 


4 


uſe of them. Secondly, As to the de- 
Gres n planted in our nature after them. 
G0 2 implanted in men deſires after 
what is their duty, i. e. ſelf - preſervation; 


and if theſe n are eee to 118 
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chat our natural neceſſities, "whe 
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that alone ſnhews that the uſe of them is 
lawful, and the juſt and natural deſire of 
them innocent. To this we 0516S; 


conſidered, are arguments of God's go 


neſs; becauſe; 3 in their natural tendency, 


they are antidotes againſt ſin, and helps 

to duty. Their proper heme is tõ 
give us an impreſſion of our on nataral. 
emptineſs, God's all- ſuffcieney, undbbuf 
dependence upon him; from whom-we 
need ſo. many things, with: which he ſo 
bountifully ſupplies us. Human neceſ- 
ſities are an excellent cement of human 
ſocieties, and of the many uſeful and 


beautiful relations contained in them: 
They lay alſo a foundatibn for thelexer- 
ciſe of innumerable virtues and graces; 


which otherwiſe could not be exerciſed 
in ſo remarkable a manner; and for ma- 


king men's graces and good works fhine 


before the world, to the glory of. Goo . 
Were it not for men's natural neceſſitiks, 
they would not have thofe:excellent op- 
portunities of ſhewing their love to God, 
by ſacrificing intereſt to duty, when they 


happen to interfere; or their love to their 
neighbours, by acts of charity, compaſ- 
ons c. or temperunceg 1 wear 


Gh 
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other duties, that relate more immediate - 
ty to the management of themſelves. 
Theſe neceſſities are alſo the foundation 


off all that beautiful variety of ſtations and 


zmployments, which, —— with other 
excellent uſes, ſerve to keep men from 
idleneſs and inactivity: ſo that man's eat- 
ing his bread with 2 ſweat of his 'brow, 
is fuch a puniſhment of fin, as is at the 
lame: time an excellent reſtraint upon it. 
After vchat has been ſaid about our natural 


deſtres, it is eafy to anſwer the objection 
about God's making -Jaws againſt them. 
It is only againſt — ho ge Hi and 


that exceſs is graciouſly forbidden by God, 
{mee it is ſo hurtfub to us. It would be 
ſo, Whether he chad forbid it or not. And 


the allowances his Law makes for cates of 
abſolute neceſfity prove, that there is a 


perfect harmony betwixt his precepts, as 
he is the Lawgiver of the world ; and his 
Works, as he is the Author of nature. 
Thirdly,.as to the next objection, That 

objects continue pleaſant, even 


— v ſin. It is plain, it could 
not be — unleſs Gop would de- 
5 ſtroy the nature of his own en, eve- 


ry time men ventured to abuſe but 


ſuch outward mercies would —— 


inward diſorderly inclination, in which 
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ſin wii rape orr chiefly aui * 
would not hinder the 2 2 
of the creatures, which is not reſtrained 
by other motives; but they would hin! 


der the trial and exerciſe of many graces 
and virtues, by which the mad love 


of theſe e 


ects promotes the love of God, 
and the good of men. It is plain, there | 
would not be fo much virtue in juſtice, 
if there was no advantage by injuſtice. 
however, is no proof that an ho- 
If Whew wy of life is oe; Tongs the vrhole, 
more advantageous, even in this world. 
Fourthly, as to the laft: objection, That 
we are * in ſuch cirrumſtances, that 


we are ſurrounded with: theſe tempting; 


objects on all hands; and chat they make 
continual: impreſſions on our ſenſes. It 
is true, Gon has placed us in ſuch. 


eircumſtances- He has furrounded us 


with theſe: obj jects, . but he has made 
theſe: objects all very good. Tis only 


through the corruption of our nature, 
they. become to us temptations to evil. 


He has furrounded. us with neceflary: 
and uſeful. objects, diſplaying his glo- 


Te and contributing to our fubhiſtence, 


with the fruits of his bounty, and | 
this effects of his/power;-and there is no- 
thing in all this; but what is really ground 


af praiſe, not of cenſure ; and- ſince the 
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inviſible things of Gop may be clearly 
Teen in all the viſible creatures, theſe 
things ſink the deeper into our hearts 
for this reaſon, becauſe the manifeſtation. 
of them 'makes continual ver am on 
neee nee 
Thus 5 in Aubeur to the objeQiotis? y 
But for the more ample illuſtration of the 
ſubject, I ſhall here ſubjoin the following 
obſervations: That whatever is beautiful 
or perfect in the' creation; comes forth 
out: of the fund or eſſence of our OWN na- 
ture. For human happineſs or miſery is 
not in the power of the objects which 
ſurround us, being ' incapable of them 
felves of deing us either good or evil; 
but in the power of the Supreme Being, | 
who has thought meet to annex our joy, 
or our ſorrow, to things ſo remote from 
our nature and perfection, that this mar- 
vellous economy might be the mark and 
teal of our dependence upon him. 
_ Thus,” the perfections of the viſible 
world: conſiſt in light, ſounds, colours, 
imells, and taſtes, which, properly. ſpeak- 
ing, are ſenſations of our mind; inſo- 
much, that while we fancy we admire 
the beauty of the heavens, the brillianey 
of the ſtars, the rattling noiſe of meteors, 
| mie delicious — of the earth, the arb 
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matics of Arabia, &c. what we admire, 
is really more in ourſelves than in the 


nn object of our admiration. 
This is ſo eminent a prerogative, that 

1 am bold to affirm, man is not leſs an 
ay of God, in reſpect of the know- 
ge of his Den than of that of his 

181 0 the 
world, he finds himſelf diffuſed, as it 
were, over all the univerſe ; and all the 
beauties! and perfections of the viſible 
world come forth, in fome ſort, from x54 
womb of his own intelle&. An advan- 
tage this, ſo conſiderable, that for fear 
maakind ſhould take occaſion from thence 
to confound themſelves with the Deity, 


and ſhould render it ſubſeryient to the 
idolizing of their own ſelf- love, the Au- 


thor of Nature has been pleaſed to cover 
it under ſome reſemblances or conformi- 
ties, which we appear to have therein 
with the brute creation; and alſo under 
the prejudices and confuſed ideas of in- 
fancy, which make us confound our ſen- 
timents with the things which ſurround 
us; and laſtly, to envelope it in appear- 
ance in the ruins of the body, by Ae 


| ing the organs of ſenſation. 


With the ſame deſign, viz. to prevent 
man's. taking himſelf, or the create 
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for the object of his worſhip, God has 
annexed his moſt lively ſentiments or 

feelings, and ſuch as confequegtly imply 
the greateſt degree of perfection, to thoſe 
parts of matter, which his very ſenſes 
thew him to be the leaſt perfect; ſo that, 


eaſes him moſt, is what 
bim; and the livelieſt ſenti- 
ments of his excellence are joined to the 
moſt palpable marks of his abaſement: 
God teaching us by this means, that, in- 
aſmuch as we are more ſtrongly inclined: 
to love the creatures for the pleaſure they 
| afford us, thoſe very creatures which de- 
light us the moſt, are thoſe which moſt 
deferve our contempt. 
And, certainly, when 1 collfutes that 
Go; without changing any thing either 
in the world, or in my body or ſoul ee 
if he had pleaſed, by a voluntary inſtitu- 
tion of his wiſdom, have annexed pain, 
to all the corporcal objects, to which he 
has been pleaſed to annex pleaſure; fince: 
theſe objects in themſelves: have as little 
relation to the one as the other; inſo- 
mueh tlrat man, inſtead of loving him- 
felf, by reaſon. of that pleaſure which is: 
| occafionally annexed to ſd many different 
bodies — — him, ud hate 
himſelf, by redſorvof the pain which God: 
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in that caſe] would: have annexed to thoſe : 
ſame objects; and find a greater miſery; 
in being obliged to live, than men com- 
monly do in . — forced to die: when 
I confider this, I ſay, 1 have no need of 
any farther proof, to be fully convinded; | 
of the miſtſow and goodneſs of God, in 
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bn. es laſt place, mould it be M e 
that if the creatures do not ndceſſarily 
miniſter, to vice, they are. diſtributed at 


«.. 


leaſt with à partial hand; and that it i: 


but too evident, char dioſe generally Haute 
tde largeſt ſhare of theiny who deſerve 
them 7 7 while the honeſt poor are 
commonly neglected, nay, oftentimes o. 

bliged to endure the wrongs and oppreſ. 

fions of their wealthy ncighbours The 
preceding remarks, concerning! the pre 

ſent ſtate of the. would; as a fcene of pro 
bation, neceſſarily connected with the 
apparent inequality of the divine ciſpen e 


fations, and the numberlefs eriis of life; . 
G 5 
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together with what has been obſerved, . 
concerning the ſuperior ſatisfactions whicli b 
even now reſult from the practice of vir- 
tue; as well as the vaſt obligations and 
powerful motives that lead to it, in com- 
pariſon of a contrary courſe, have al- 
ready anticipated the force of this objec- 
tion. But, as a farther reply may be 
uſeful to ſome kinds of readers, I would 
entreat their attention to the following 
particulars: That there is by no means 
that inequality i in the conditions of men, 
which fome people imagine ; that ſome 
are more rich and powerful than others, 
is beyond a doubt; but theſe outward 
appendages, ſuch as riches and honours, 
are in reality no marks of peculiar eſteem 
from the Almighty, and no objects to be 
envied by men, unleſs it could be proved, 
; that they are neceſſary ingredients of true 
happineſs; ; which is fo far from being 
the caſe, chat they generally prove — | 
perable obſtacles in the way toit. Nature 
has few wants, and therefore is contented 
With a little; or if the poor man ſome- 
times ſuffers, it is to make him ſentible 
7 of his Js as through ſin, (that common: 
| Me entailed on bumian: kind) and ta 
1 him to ſeek a remedy, which 


carth: ; promiſes in vain. He " to 
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Heaven; and his cries, he exe? 
by the oppreſſion. of the rich, or by his. 
own domeſtic calamities, (for in both he 
equally acknowledges the hand of the 
Moſt High) enter into the ears of the. 
Lord, of Saboath.. On the other hand, 
the rich man ſwells with, the conceit of 
bis imaginary, greatneſs ; he hardens his 
heart, through an idolatrous love of the: 
world and the maxims of falſe honour, 
againſt the divine invitations and admo- 
nitions; and poſſeſſing all things, truly 
enjoys nothing. At length he dies re- 
luctantly; he is condemned for abuſing 
the mercics of indulgent Heaven, and his. 
abundance ends in want that cannot be 
relieved. I have given this ſhort ſketch 7 
of what 18. called a. man of fortune, on- 8 

ly to ſhew, that however. a. falſe Judge 

ment may over-rate the ſplendid titles of 
the great, and the gaudy trappings of 
life, there is. really no eſſential difference 
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between the ſtates of mankind; ſince the 
ſnares and incumbrances that attend an 
high. a Fo eminent ſtation, do more than 
. qyerbalance.. the cares and hardſhips 8. e. 
culiar ta a low one; or if the "good 
thing J of this life 14 14 be ow 
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danger of ſo doing are proportionablyy 
eater, as the reward through: grace, to- 

ch. virtuous rich men, will be more a- 
bundantly glorious. And experience 
teaches us, that prefent contentment, no- 

leſs than a comfortable and well: grounded 
hope of a future heavenly inheritance, is. 
more 8 nently the lot of the humble 
cottager, than of the delicate courtier, or 
the haughty monarch. 

Farther: The whole univerſe is but one: 
great fami y under the inſpection of Pro- 
vidence, wi 0 takes the 7 — care of alt: 
its members, as if there was but one, and: 
- of each. in particular, as if it was the: 
Whole. God caufeth his fan to rife or 
the juſt' and on the unjuſt; he fendeths. 
rain 455 fruitful feafons, and filteth men's: 
Hartz with food and gladneſs; he. doth: 
not leave himfelf without witneſs in any, 
in doing them good; but Is kind and pa-- 
tient 1 8 5 al, inviting chem by his: 
gboodneſs and long-fuffering to repen-- 
tance. E is true, that free and inde-- 
pendent as he is, he does not beftow the: 
ſame gifts on all: it is alfo true, that to- 
preſerde in the world, and in human fo-- 
cieties, that variety which conſtitutes. 
their beauty, and to keep up the mutuat 
connexion and correſpondence of the dif- 
ferent parts of mankJnd with each other, 


* 
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one is endowed with-one talent, and ano- 
ther with another; one has certain quali. 
tles, another very different ones; according 
to which order, the firſt having need of 
the ſecond, the ſecond ef the third, and 
every one Raving ſomething: wherewitly 
to fupply the wants of his "neighbours: 
the union of. every body politic, and of 
nations with each: other, is niaintatizeld 
by the reciprocal interchange of favours, 
and by their” reſpective neceſſities. ''Þ 
t, moreover, that Go ſeeing” fit tos; 
low thofe laws: of order. he has eſta- 
bfifed in the Nreſent government of the 
world, muſt, fer hat very renſon, almoſt 
rnfinitely, diverfify the different gift and 
conditions-of men. But in all theſe t | 
he acts impartially, and without reſpeck | 
ef perfons. Thus every one has his pe- 
cufiar advantages; no one has all adwan- 
tages at once, and no ene is deſtitute of 
all. This man has health, that has unr 
derſtanding; one enjoys firengthy ano 
ther beauty; one riches, another wil. 
dom. Nay, every people and every eons. 
dition Ras its advantages poverty, afflic- 
tion, and even. ficknefs, are net without 
their uſe in a moral ſenſe, as has been 


* demonſtrated Wb In a word, we 
an 5 Chap. 1. Thi | 


ä 


146 AN ESTIMATE. OF 


ſee in the conduct of 8 a diſtri- 
| bution of good and evil, and a certain 

eompenſation of each other, ſo wiſely 
and graciouſly adjuſted by the, Divine 
Goodneſs, that every reaſonable man, who. 
conſiders things attentively, will readily 
acknowledge with the Preacher, <« that all 
« things happen alike to all * ," and con- 
clude with the a poſtle, that 4 GOD. is. no 
* reſpefter of perſons +- Again, if we 
conſider every individual, not at any cer- 
tain period, but in the whole of his life, 
we ſhall find, that all have their times of 
mourning and rejoicing, of labour and 
pains, as Well as of reſt and contentment. 
We ſhall every where ſee. a thouſand 
proofs of. the goodneſs, | patience, . libera- 
lity, and clemency of Gop. In reality, | 
temporal favours and advantages, in re- 
ſpect af the body. and the preſent life, are 
of ſo little conſequence When ſeparated. 
from ſpiritual bleſſings, that, ſuppoſing 
Gop diſpenſed them with.. ſome inequa- 
lity, we. ſhould. have no room to com- 
plain, or to charge him with i njuſtice. 
He choaſes rather to throw. away thoſe 
benefits, than to deprive the wicked of 
em, hate Nee is in this 8. He 
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does not an them upon Shih by a 
ſpecial favour, but in conſequence of cer- 
tain general laws of his providence; which 
he does not {ee good to alter. He gives 
the righteous more ſolid, f piritual, and. 
ſalutary bleſſings. Beſides, we may add; 
that where there is: moſt danger, God 
grants more ſuccour and aſſiſtance; and 
where afflictions abound, he affords more 
conſolation and protection, and more pro- 
miſes of bleſſing and deliverance. He 
every where declares, that he is nigh to 
the afflicted; the Refuge of the needy; 
the Protector of the ee the Father 
of the fatherleſs; the Huſband: of the wis- 
dow; and the Avenger of their enemies. 
All which expreſſions: denote a peculiar . 
care of Providence over ſuch perſons, and 

a perpetual regard, to make amends for 
the data n, to their con 
dition. . Dogan 


Loet us confidee'l in the laſt 28 


me gifts and particular e e 8 1 


grants to ſome perſons, are given as a 
charge or truſt they muſt be aceountable 


for, and as a talent to occupy with and 
improve. Every gift, every advantage, 
though perſonal and peculiar to him that 
receives it, is common and general in the 
of God who beſtows it, And in re- 
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ſpect to tlie uſe which he that enjoys it 


ſhould make of it. Nich men! your 


riches are not for yourſelves alone, they 
are alſo intended for your poor neigh-- 
bours ; you. ought: to be ſo many mar 
of Providence to refreſh. them. by you 
| ſtreams, and as ſtewards to diſtribute: 155 > 
their various neceffitics.. Magiſtrates and 
Princes] your greatneſs, power; and au- 
kchority are lent you. for the. good of 


ethers. Ye Mortals ! whom God has en- 


dowed with ſuperior intellectual abilities, 
as wiſdom, knowledge, &. you are deb- - 
tors to your brethren, yon ſhould employ: 
your: talents for the good of the public.. 
Hence it appears, that what is given to- 
one as a privileges, is intended for the uſe 
_ benefit of many; and muſt be ſo uſed, 
2 of puniſhment for the neglect of 
Finally, We fee that God is not 


bounded by the narrow views of our 


blind and Raftial Telf.Jove; but chat as all 


lus views are of an infinite extent, . fo his 
acts are re rr . 8 boundleſs 
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CONCLUSION. 


NOW, let any man, on this fair = 
candid Weben of the ſtate of hu- 
man life, lay his hand upon his breaſt, and 
ſeriouſly aſk himſelf, whether he has any 
juſt ground of complaint againſt his Ma- 
ker, for having placed him in ſuch a 


world as this? or whether he has any 


reaſon to deſire that things ſhould be os. 
therwiſe than they are? Whether any 
thing could be altered for the better? nd, 
conſidering the lamentable fall of man,. 
and the numberleſs evils neceſſarily con- 
ſequent thereon, Whether any ather 
ſcheme could be poſſibly contrived, or 
expedient found out, that would equally 
tend to the eure and removal of them, at 
leaſt to the rendering them more eaſy:. 
and tolerable; ar n con- 
tribute to the glory af God, andthe wel 
fare m0 And if, an the wbele, 
he is forced to. confeſs, . whatover! trials. 
and afffictions may have fallen to his! 
ſhare, that he fuffers infinitely leſs than 
he deſerves ; that his. — may be 
(unleſa de footibly: p revent: them) the 
means, under Gad, of his greateſt aduan 


tage; and laſtly, that his Sed things do 
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even now far exceed his evils, and though 
great in themſelves, are only little fore- 
taſtes of thoſe immortal enjoyments in 
reverſion, which he hopes for, and will 
be ſhortly in poſſeſſion of: If he is for- 
ced, I ſay, to confeſs all this, then Tet him 
learn to practiſe due ſubmiſſion in his af- 
flictions, and due gratitude for his com- 
forts; above all, let him thankfully ac- 
knowledge, via that holy Man:of God, 
A, for GOD his work: 15 bea, Her all 
' Bus xoays are judgment; à C0 of truth, 
rug without Oy 35 rſt and e is 5 
Ee n „ lee | 
Hence it appears, that human lie is | 
neither ſo exempt from evils, nor ſo over- 
charged with them, as many perſons ima- 
gine. Man is not an angel, neither is he 
a devil, but in a ſtate of trial between 
both, and placed in a world where God 
vouchſafes him every reaſon and motive, 
without offering violence to the freedom 
af his will, to excite and determine him 
to a life of purity, and holineſs, and there- 
by to fit and prepare him for an happy 
immortality. O what comfortable and 
heart-raviſhing reflections are theſe f! A 
ſon of God at firſt, and a ſon and heir of 
God for ever; but born into the vanity: 
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of time, and the diſorders of ſin for a ſea- 
ſon, that he may learn by bitter experi- 
ence the evil and deſert of it, adore the 
erious methods of divine Providence 
and Grace, which effected his deliverance; 
and laſtly, have a ſweeter reliſh, from the 
remembrance of paſt fuſferings, of thoſe 
celeſtial joys, which will for ever crown 
his religious perſeverance in the realms 


of bliſs, vere ve ta GOD throught Te ſus 
Chri * 8 "og i 
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TE wiſdom and goodneſs of the Su- 
preme Being are in nothing, next to the 
wonders of redemption, more conſpicu- 
dus and adorable, than in the preſent 
frame and conſtitution of nature. —It is 
evident, that the world in all its parts is a 
mixture of good and evil“. This is equal- 
ly v ſible in the inanimate and animate 
ereation.— In the former, we find the al- 
ternate changes of day and night, of light 
and darkneſs; the revolutions of ſeaſons, 


and the viciſſitudes of heat and cold; the 


heterogeneous compoſitions of earth, mi- 
nerals, and metals; the good and bad 
N of herbs, fruits, and flowers; 


ragrant and offenſive ſmells; the har- 
mony and diſcord: of ſounds; and, in. a: 


„See Chap. II. of the preceding Treatiſe... 


1 


(433). 5 
word, the reſtleſs and inceſſant ſtrife and | 
contrariety of the elements.—In the lat- 
ter, we may obſerve the different and 
-contrary principles and properties, not 
only in the various tribes of inſects, birds, 
and beaſts, ſome gentle and mild, others 
fierce and ſavage, but more e eſpecially in 
man. Hence it is natural to enquire, How 
the world came into fuch a condition? 
Whether it is an original immediate erea- 
ton, and ſtill ſubſiſting in the ſanſt form 
it was intended to ae by its great 
Founder ? or, Whether it has undergone 
ſome remarkable change? That the 
world, in its preſent ſtate, is a firſt and 
immediate creation, and juſt as it came out 

of the hands of its all- perfect Creator, is 

A eee. flatly repugnant both to reaſon 

and revelation. Firſt, to reaſon, inaſmuchi 
as it abounds wi 


ith evils of every kind and 
degree, which ate not, cannot be agree- 
able to his holy will, and which he is ſo 
far from approving, that his various dif- 
penſations in the works both of provi- 
dence and grace are manifeſtly 3 
to reſtrain them. Secondly, to revelation; 
which aſſures us, that the earth is now un- 
der the curſe, and that the whole creation 
groaneth, being ſubjected, through the 
iin of man, to vanityand bondage; ; whenee 


tn ) 

it follows, that nature in its preſent! 
is degraded: and although the Creator 
was pleaſed to impoſe laws, which it re- 
e obeys *; nevertheleſs they are not 
the ſame by which it was firſt nel 
but ſuited to the purpoſes of his Marul 
vernment of the gd. and to the e 
cies and neceſſities of his fallen creatures. 

But why, ſome may be ready to aſk, 
were thoſe evils introduced? for what end 
are thèy permitted? and when will they 
ceaſe? Theſe are queſtions of great im- 
portance, and not to be reſolved by unen- 
lightened reaſon; inſomuch, that were 
human reaſon left to itſelf, to its own 
dark conjectures and concluſions on this 
point, it might well determine, with the 
great philoſopher of old, That nature, 
* in her preſent ſtate, is rather A cruel ; 
« ſtep- mother, than a kind parent“ EET 
The works of creation” (as a certain 
author obſerves) * «+ plainly ſhew, that 
wo Go is in himſelf good, yet they: alſo 


pM The . of Auf 8 regular: thus the bbs burns, 

the water flows, cold freezes, and all the different beings 
that compoſe the material world act neceſſarily, or by cer- 
tain rules, when they exerciſe their natural powers. Gop 
tempers, ſuſpends, and directs theſe influences and powers, 
wickout changing the eftabliſhed order of nature; z. e, he 
has reſerved to himſelf the meaſure and degree of e | 
by ring 5 NE 4 in the government of the world, 

| 0 Mr. Maclaurin. Con IE BS £5 
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&: ſhew that Gon, is juſt, and At he is 
& diſpleaſed with us for our ſins; nor do 
e they point out to us the way how. we 
may be reconciled to him. They pu- 
<« bliſh the Creator's glory, they publiſh 
0 at the ſame time his laws, and our obli- 
« gations to obey them. Our conſciences 
4 tell us, we — neglected thoſe obliga- 
« tions, violated thoſe laws, and conſe- 
* quently incurred the Lawgiver's dif- 

10 tree ; His W works, declaring is 
04 « life. and eee chat in jog dif 

% pleaſure | is death and. ruin; yea,.they 
« lay us, in ſome meaſure, under his dif 
« pleaſure, already. Why elſe do natural 
. cauſes, give us ſo much trouble in life, 

04 and pain in death? F rom all- quarters 

„ the orks of Gop, revenge the quarrel 
„„ broken law. They give theſe frail 
2 bodies ſubſiſtence for a time, but it is 
« a. ſubliftence imbitteredi with many 
0 * Rations, and at laſt they <ul: nern, 
5 and diſſolve them in duſt. 1 
The face of nature then. is jt pn 
« es itſelf, but it is overcaſt with a gloom 
4 of terror to us. It ſhews the glory of 

« the Judge to the criminal, the glory. of 

the offended Sovereign to the guilty 


ST 3.0326 ww 1 
aj? 


« rebel. This is not the WAY, to give 


(188) 


« comfort to a criminal; it is not the 


„ way to make him glory and triumph. 
«Accordingly, the enemies of the crols 


„ of Chriſt, who refuſe to know GOD 
«otherwiſe than by the werks of nature, 


are ſo far from glorying in the hopes 


of enjoying God in heaven, that 8 


„ renounce all thoſe expectations, an 
« generally deny that there is any ſuch 


«..blefſedneſs to be had. Conſcience tells 


„ us, we are rebels againſt Gob, and 
*- nature doth not ſhew how ſuch rebels 
«may recover his favour; how in ſuch a 
ell ordered government as the divine 
government muſt be, the righteous 
Judge and Lawgiver may be glorified, 
„ and the criminal eſcape; much leſs, 
„ how the Judge may be glorified, and 
„ the criminal obtain y e 
The language of nature, t r it 

« be plain and loud in prockiming the 
glory of the Creator, yet it is dark and 
T intricate as to his inclination towards 
« guilty creatures. It neither aſſures pe- 


% rem ptorily that we are in a ſtate of diſ- 


pair, nor gives fure footing for our 
< hopes. If we are favourites, whence 
o many troubles? If we are hopeleſs 
<\criminals, whence ſo many favours ? 
Nature ſhews Gop's glory, and our 
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0 ſhame; his law our duty, and conſe- 
8 quently our danger; ; but about the way 
ei of his eſcape it is filent and dumb. It 
«* affords many motives for exciting de- 
e ſires after God, but it ſhews not the 
* way to get thoſe deſires ſatisfied.” _ 
This is the higheſt reſult of natural 
religion, and this knowledge bounded the 
views of the Gentile world, and even of 
its moſt renowned Sages, before the in- 
troduction of Chriſtianity, They faw 
and complained much of the unavoidable 
evils and miſeries of human life, but were 
not able to account for them, or trace 
them back to their ſource; and they were 
equally. ignorant of the reaſons of their 
being permitted, and of their continual 
8 e to moral ood. But all theſe 
queſtions receive a full and ſatisfactory 
ſolution from the goſpel-revelation. It 
lays open the great ſecrets of Providence 
from the foundation of the world, the de- 
ſigns of indulgent Heaven in the permiſ- | 
lion of evil, the reaſons of its continu- 
ance upon earth, and the certainty of its 
final ſeparation from the good. It informs 
us, that human life is a ſtate of pilgri- 
mage and penance; that the ſorrows and 
afflictions ne F While ” | 
2 181. : 9 . 


1 
. lowed to be the fruit and puniſlitnent 5 | 
ſin, are, or may be, at leaſt „Under th the 
ien of grace, its Antidote and c eule; 

at natural evil i is an, appointed; mean of 
r good, and that the Juſtice of God. 


- © 104 3 


is the miniſter of his mercy. 

Or would) vou, with the lamp *bt % reve- 

111805 in Rhee hand, carry y your ney 

El farthe back; then“ ſea rn how” 555 

things at fk {t were « EXCEE ate , When 
there Was nothing but Gop, 'and 9 | 
and heayenly! beings; . how the fall of 

Lucifer and his angels. introduced the firſt- 
diſorders into the univerſe,” by revolting 
| from their obedience | on their Maker, and 
| violdgng the laws of eternal order, where- 

7 by both themſelves, and the kingdom, or 
extent of ſpace they rilBabltea,” becaifie 
c How Gop, thruſt them out of the 

light world, o 0 r heaven, which" is Ml the | 

Ha ar g tion d of his angels, and the throne 

of his g ory; ; and by gompacting the . 

ce properties "of their ip oiled king⸗ 

dom into miateriality, Was Pleaſed to form 


8 it {hp 9s, 8 5 89 7 7 5 FRO thole 


pagate a DN race of 1 — to 


= 159 . 
fill up, the. thrones of the fallen angels; 


and that when certain periods or revolu- . . 


tions of time had brought about theſe 


great events, how this ſyſtem would have 


been diſſolved, as having no longer rea- 
ſon for its exiſtence; our firſt father with 
his numerous offspring admitted to the 
poſſeſſion of the angelic manſions; and 
heaven again re-peopled with inhabitants. 
How 1 man, throvgh the ſubtlety. and ng: 
lice of the devil, counteracted the deſign 
of God. 1 in his creation, by, deſiring the. 
knowledge of good and evil; whereas ber 
ing, created in the good principle,” 1 . 
then reigned; over all, and ke FR; 
properties, of: nature in ſweet, Wiegen 
and harmony, he ſhould have continued 
therein, and manifeſted te wonders of. 
God through this whole creation. How 
upon his RE he was likewiſe thruſt. out 
of Paradiſe, or: the heavenly. 5 
and fel ell under the dominion of this mix- 
| ed world; * which being now. c urſed, (that 
18, baying, | the: good- principle, or that. 
equal temperature and . 0 „in which. 
_ conliſted the beauty, happineſs, and per- 
fection of the creation, withdrawn; and 
the evil principle, 1 now operative, and Pre- 
lf minany in 10 E 
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CH 
pointed place of puniſhment. —How he 
is forced to wander here as 'an'extlefrom' 
God, a miſerable | chptive'of Satan, the 
dupe and ſlave of his own beftial 9 178 — 
tites and inordinate paſſions, Hable to a 

thouſand calamities and inilifortres which 
his boaſted wiſdom can neither fore- 
ſee nor prevent, ſubje& to all the influ- 
ences of outward nature, to heat and cold, 
to pain and 3 and laſtly, to com- 
plete his miſery, a ſpeedy heir of that 
two-fold death, both in body and foul, 
which is the wages of fin, and the ſad re- 
Far of his folly.— How Gob, however, 
leaſed, in infinite pity, to reverſe 

this! ad ſecne of diſorder, and to take off 
the penalty in part from his apoſtate crea- 
tures: and whereas the world, immedi- 
ay after the commiſſion of origital ſin, 


the Joint ere ellion of fallen angels and 
men, how God interpoſed for the reſcue 
of the latter from umder the curſe they 
had brought upon themſetves, and, 
the promiſe of the Serpent-bruiſer to our 
flirſt parents, Put them and all that ſhauld 
deſcend from their loins into a capacity 
of recovery. Ho he once more ſet the 
good in oppoſition” to the evil, but with 
this happy e that whereas imme- 


: 5 ( 16) 

* upon the fall, the evil (a8 was juſt 
oberen; tended only: to miſery and 
death, the good ſhould now. een in A 
meaſure, and finally overcome and ſub». 
due the evil. —How, in conſequence- of 5 
this, gracious. decree, Which was-.tovac-- 
compliſh his. original, purpoſe towards“ 
man, he ordained human life to be a ſtate: 
of probation, and the natural world by 


a due and rightly-adjuſted. mixture of its 


good and evil, admirably to comport; 
with his wiſe economy therein: that io: 
much of good ſhould be left, as might ſet, 
forth the Mſdom and power of the Crea- 
Or, ſo much as might indicate to men 
the greater good he had loſt; but abun- 
dantiy enough. of evil, chroug h. loſs. of 
that ood, to make man feel = wretch. - 
ed ha ects we ſin, to convince. him. of the 
folly of his choice, and: to lead him back 
to 1 by repentance. On the other; 
Rand, As there ſhould be juſt ſo much 
pleaſure in earthly enjoyments, as might 
elfectually excite men to uſe, and ſo little. 
as ſhould; in- all- reafon; hinder, them 


Aan Abuſing cher. HO S Saur 


8 PU vs ve Ss 4 Tx ＋ 


1 The bed ht 0nd of the preſent ifs is fo ain; - 
_ graciouſly roportioned, that an increaſe, either of the ne, 
or the — Would be wc with wh fatal Nr 
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over fulflled his promiſe made to Adam, 
and .afterwards renewed to the fathers, 

by. ſending his Son, in the fulneſs of 
ef who, by his myſterious proceſs i in 
the human nature, fulfilled all righteouſ- 
neſs, vanquiſhed all the enemies of Go 
and man, reconciled all things both in 
heaven and earth, and laid the foundation | 
of univerſal and everlaſting monarchy.— 
How GoD raiſed him from the dead, and 
gave him glory, Placed him at his. own 
right hand, as LoRD of all, and inveſted 
him, in the ſame' nature, with ſupreme 
and univerſal ſovereignty oven all creay 
tires, —How he engages in every age for 
the defence and preſervation, the com- 
fort and felicity, of all thoſe ſinners of 
our fallen race, Who, being prevented 


and called by his grace, ſhall concur with 


his wiſe and ede deſigns in the co- 
venant of redemption, giving them his 


ces. Were ihe, things of life to be more and greater 
* fill more 3mportunately ſolicit 
our . . unavoidably; nay almoſt voll rreblübly, en- 
all our facukies and affections, to the prejudice and 
utter neglect of ſpiritual objects and enjoyments: on the 
cCiontrary, were they fewer and leſs than they are, and con- 
ſequently the evils of life to preponderate, that would damp 
and diſcourage every vigorous effort towards a life of vir- 
tue and eſo; and by adding more weight to the bur- 
den of our woes, leave us an hopeleſs prey to wretchedneſs 
and deſpair. 
See Chap. I. and II. of the — Treatiſe. 
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. Profits and Spitit, (and e 
bove*to Chriſtians, his wor 

ſters) for their rule and guide upon earth; 
and thereby aſſuring them of, and prepa- 


ring them for, the everlaſting enjoyment. 
of himſelf in heaven.—Laſftly,' how, af- 


5 having ſerved the purpoſes of his on 


aach and of his grace and love to man- 


he will put a final period to the pre- 
Ap Aan n of * in the mix- 


ed world, by diſſolving the preſent frame 
of this material Hen; eſtabliſh upon 
the ruins, or to fpeak more properly, 
raiſe out of the aſhes thereof, the new 
heavens and the new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteouſneſs; and finally, gather 
together in one the two diſtinct families 


of angels and men, where they and their 
king ſhall live for ever; in the moſt en- 


| deartiip intimacy, and where all will be 
perfect peace, love, and harmony, thro” 


immeaſurable duration. 
"Theſe are ſome of thoſe very important 


Aud intereſting diſcoveries, \ which the | 
Chriſtian economy either explicitly re- 
veals, or evidetitly implies; and agreeable 


to ſuch diſcoveries ſhould. be our whole 


converſation in this militant ſtate. We 


* ſhould” "_ one ns obſerves): « fear, 


Ver aha! a 
d and mini- | 
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Fi 


| are. 


6 164) 
he” and watch, and pray, like * chat 


„are in danger of falling into eternal 
4 death; and we Should Deer and. 
4 hope, labour and aſpire, like Chriſtians, | 
that: are called to 15 ght the good- fight 
of faith, and lay hold of eternal life. 
We are all afraid of diſtreſs, and yet, til I, 
diſtreſs comes, our life is but a dream; Lit is 
this, with the concurrence and co-opera- 
tion of divine grace, which unlocks our 
ſpiritual ſenſes, diſſipates the falſe gl lare 
of ſublunary glories that faſcinate 
ſouls, and « Hpofes- us to reflect on OS | 


condition, bow, and what, and where we 


Profound, indeed; is the ſleep, and mi- . 
ſerable the dotage, of multitudes of men, 
whoſe. hopes and proſpects, whoſe deſires 
and purſuits, are all circumſcribed within 
_ viſible enjoyments, | becauſe the world. — 
paſſeth away, and they along with it. 
And equally lamentable is the lot of 
thoſe, whoſe trials and afflictions (and all 
men have their ſhare) are ſo many ſources - 
of diſcontent, lamentation, and woe... 5 
But oh! how raviſhing is this enten 
plation of Divine Providence, whicli diſ- 
arms nature of its ſtings and ſcourges, by 
e from them their power to hurt us 


E 

8 all our ſufferings into bleſſings,” 

our ſorrows into joys; and by conducting 

our views to our deſtined harbour of re- 

poſe, enables us to triumph over all the 
evils on the ſhores of a nga Qt | : 00 * 


Pain u ſave kram pain, al ocaithotent: «5K * 

To make for peace, and death to ſave from death. 

And ee to guard immortal Hife: 

Tor n els the lee. abe, 
uro. "the 6 en dale anothe „ 


Gy 05 thie foals av RE I 


100 125 lud h -bloom'd. for 4 
T dat endleſs in the ſkies. 
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